23/ 08/ 2000
Sabah Umo: Stop rotation system

Joni st on Bangkuai
KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Sabah Umo has nade a unani nous deci sion that the
rotation of the Chief Mnister's post be scrapped.

The deci sion, nade at the State Umo |iaison conmittee neeting in Tawau
| ast Sunday, was al so supported by the Youth and Wanita novenents and t he
party's State information bureau.

Sabah Umo i nformati on chi ef Datuk Kari mGhani said the deci sion would
be conveyed to Prime M nister and Bari san Nasi onal chairnman Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at an appropriate time.

"Sabah Umo nmade the stand followi ng Dr Mahathir's statenment that the
rotation woul d continue unless the peopl e of Sabah want it to be
scrapped, " Karimtold a Press conference here today.

He said others who were not in favour of the rotati on systemshould al so
make their stand known and convey their decisions to Dr Mahathir.

Kari msai d Sabah Umo felt the systemshoul d be discontinued as it had
not brought any benefit to the State.

"There is no proof to showthat the rotation has contributed to the
devel opnent of the State," he added.

The systemto rotate the Chief Mnistership was i ntroduced in April 1994
when the State BN took over the State adnministration after the Parti
Ber sat u Sabah Gover nnent col | apsed follow ng the defection of its
Assenbl ynen to the BN

Under the system the Chief Mnister's post is rotated every two years
anmong t he Musl i mBum putera, non-MislimBum putera and t he Chi nese.

The first to be appointed Chief Mnister under the systemwas Tun
Sakar an Dandai who was repl aced by Datuk Seri Salleh Tun Said after he
(Sakaran) was nade Yang di-Pertua Negeri in December 1994.

After Salleh's termexpired, Sabah Progressive Party president Dat uk
Yong Teck Lee took over the post in May 1996, followed by United Pasok
Monmogun Kadazandusun- Murut president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok in May 1998.

Dompok was unabl e to conplete his two-year termwhen he | ost his Myog
seat in the State election in March | ast year.

It was then decided that Sabah Umo |iai son committee chief Datuk Seri
OCsu Sukam be appoi nt ed.
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