23 AUG 2000
SAl D- CONCLUDE
SAI D 2000 AGREES TO UTI LI SE | NTERNET FOR | NFORMATI ON FLOW

By: Mohd Arshi daud

MAPUTO ( Mbzanbi que) Aug 23 (Bernama) -- The prosper-thy-nei ghbour
obj ective of the Southern Africa International D al ogue (SAID) took a | eap
forward in the just concluded SAID 2000 wi th nmenber countries agreeing to
exploit the world wide web for information exchange.

Readi ng a statenent at the concl udi ng session of SAID |ast night, this
year's host president Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano of Myzanbi que said the
national smart partnership hubs of SAID nmenbers coul d be strengthened
t hr ough webbi ng.

The connectivity of these hubs and the CPTM hub in London for the
exchange of experiences, data and information would allow efficient
information flow at national, regional and international |evels, he said.

CPTM (Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent) is a
non-profit organi sation that pronotes opportunities and co-operation
bet ween the public and private sectors in emergi ng econoni es.

Calling for the establishnent of e-communication between national hubs,
CPTM hubs and busi ness partners Chissano said this would facilitate
busi ness |inks and exchange of experience in doing business.

He said there would be a conpilation of a data bank of smart business
partners and busi ness environnents in each smart partnership nenber
countri es.

Case studi es on doing business in Southern Africa would al so be
gathered, with the first exanple being the experience of Ml aysian
busi nessnmen, he said.

To counter bias reporting by the western nmedia, SAID 2000 has al so
decided on the setting up of an el ectronic systemto access news direct
fromthe source, rather than the wire services, said Chissano.

Anong | eaders who attended SAI D 2000 was prinme minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, president Robert Miugabe of Zi nbabwe, president Dr Sam
Nuj oma of Nami bia and president Yoweri Miseveni of Uganda.

SAID is nodelled after the smart partnership nmeeting of the Langkaw
I nternati onal Di al ogue.

The three-day SAID 2000 is the fourth SAID to be held. The first SAID
was hel d i n Kasane, Botswana in 1997, foll owed by Swakopnund, Nanibia the
followi ng year and Victoria Falls, Zi nbabwe | ast year. Next year's host
wi || be Uganda. -- BERNAMVA
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