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Sai d 2000 to discuss inpact of global trends

Har dev Kaur in Maputo (Mozanbi que)

MAPUTO ( Mbzanbi que), Sun: The Sout hern Africa International D al ogue (SAID
2000) begi nning today will focus on energing trends in the world and how

t hese i npact on emergi ng econom es.

| ssues to be discussed include ways of dealing with the negative inpact
of gl obalisation, strengthening regi onal cooperation, trade
i beralisation, information technol ogy, social issues, diseases and ways
of sustai ning econom c recovery.

Practical business ethics for small to medi um busi ness enterprises wll
be expl ored and exploitation of know edge-driven strategies raised.

The | eaders wi |l explore how smart partnership and cooperation with
busi ness, |abour and nmedia can be beneficial at the national and regiona
I evel s.

In addition, the leaders will review progress in the inplenentation of
projects and programes in tourism transport and power agreed to at
Victoria Falls |ast year.

The issue of available resources in Southern Africa and ways in which
smart partnerships can be utilised and the beneficial exploitation of
t hese resources will be raised.

In Southern Africa, for exanple, there is great potential for tourism
with its world fanobus safaris and gane parks. These cut across nati onal
borders. Joint pronotion and devel opnent of accommodati on, transportation
and comruni cations will be beneficial for the region and will be in
keeping with the smart partnership spirit.

Recent events denonstrated that gl obalisation makes weaker and energi ng
econom es particularly vulnerable to externally inposed shocks. As there
is no single fornula for either devel opnment or response to crisis,
energing countries need to be prepared to consider alternatives instead of
adopting policies that are i nposed on them from outsi de.

African countries need to cooperate and pronote the region as a single
mar ket for investnents and consuners. Individually, they are unable to
attract the scarce foreign capital and i nvestors to "pronote econormic
growt h and devel opnment ".

The need to work together in a smart partnership will necessarily
require a change in the way things are done on the continent. It wll
require greater sharing of equity anpng the various stakehol ders instead
of going it alone.

The conmon chal | enge in the region, however, is the need to overcone
obstacl es and eradi cate poverty in addition to tackling the high
unenpl oynent and | ack of capital to achieve the needed economc growth and
devel opnent.

SAID '99 in Victoria Falls had concluded that smart partnershi ps provide
a dynam ¢ nechani sm by which Africans and the African econom es can
participate along with other energing countries in the gl obal econony,
predi cated on their conbi ned strengths rather than weaknesses.

This is the fourth SAID. Previous dial ogues were held i n Botswana,
Nam bi a and Zi nbabwe hosted the neeting | ast year at Victoria Falls. These
di al ogues were in addition to the annual Langkawi International Dial ogue
(LID which was first held in 1995.

SAI D 2000 brings together several |eaders from Southern African
countries. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is the only non-
African |l eader invited to the dial ogue.



It is part of the dobal 2000 Smart Partnership International Dial ogue
which is being held in two parts. SAID 2000 from August 20 to 23 is the
first part and the second part will be held in Langkawi from Novenber 18
to 22 2000.

Dr Mahathir is expected to hold several bilateral neetings with other
| eaders as well as businessnen. In addition, many | eaders and busi nessmen
are keen to hear Mal aysia's success story and about the unorthodox
policies the Governnment adopted to pull the econony out of the recent
financial crisis.

The | eaders held i nfornmal discussions over dinner hosted by President of
Mozanmbi que Joaqui m Al bert o Chi ssano.

The first smart partnership dial ogue - the Langkaw International
D al ogue (LID) was held in 1995. This spawned ot her regional smart
partnership di al ogues - in Southern Africa and Barbados | nternational
Di al ogue (BID) for the Cari bbean region.

In addition, a nunber of countries, including Mdzanbi que, St Lucia,

Zi ntbabwe, Bot swana, Dom nica and Mal awi, have organi sed national snart
part nershi p di al ogues.
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