18/ 07/ 2000

SAINS and Mnos to build “infostructure' for Sarawak

KUCHI NG Mon. - Sarawak's information technol ogy sector received a boost
today wi th the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng bet ween Sar awak
I nformati on Systens Sdn Bhd (SAINS) and M nbs Berhad to build an
integrated and solid informati on comuni cation technol ogy (ICT)
"infostructure".

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Sarawak
Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George Chan Hong Nam wi t nessed t he
signing cerenony at the Kuching Hilton.

Abdul l ah is attending the 10th National |IT Council neeting chaired by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

M nos president Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shariffadeen signed for his firm
while SAINS was represented by its director, Datuk Abdul Aziz Hussain, who
is al so Deputy State Secretary.

SAINS, fully-owned by the State Governnent, was set up to spearhead and
co-ordinate I T devel opnent in the State.

Under the MbU, both parties will look at a few areas to enhance the
State's I T infostructure

One of the areas is the devel opment of highly secure ICT infostructure
that is crucial to the growmh of e-commerce and e- nanagenent.

Virtual Environment for Secure Transaction or iVest, an innovation of
M nos, will be used as the primary Internet security platformto provide
online security specifically to the Sarawak Government and busi ness
or gani sati ons.

Anot her area being worked on is the creation of a new high speed
I nternet protocol backbone that runs across the State, Brunei and Sabah.

M nos and SAINS have al so agreed to organi se training programes. One
such programre is the use of CD-authoring tools to create smart | earning
envi ronnment in school s.

The agreenent is also aimed at devel opi ng comunity projects such as
"Desa Digital", which is to pronote |ICT at various |evels of society.
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