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Sane people agree with | eaders' definition

Must af fa Abdul Ham d

CHAIRIL Anwar in "Heed the | eaders' nessage" (NST, May 19) tal ks about the
views of Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad and his deputy,

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Badawi, during the recent Umo assenbly, where they
rejected extrem st interpretations of |Islamas espoused by a rival
political party.

Both said Umo will not go the way of Pas in order to win votes.
Abdul | ah al so said he wanted Muslins to be what all Mislinms are supposed
to be - good Muslins who struggle for fairness, justice, are honest and
i ncorruptible, and of high noral character and integrity.

Any right thinking and sane Mal aysi an woul d agree with Dr Mahathir and
Abdul I ah' s vi ews on what Muslims shoul d be.

But our problemis that not all is what it should be. There are Mislins
who use Islamto win political support. There are Mislins who violate the
basic principles of Islam There are Muslins who find it so easy to | abe
those of a different political thought as infidels.

The majority of Ml aysians believe that Umo has a bigger share of good
people and that is why the party has continued to receive support in
general el ections.

But | agree with Chairil Anwar when he prays that Ummo nenbers and
| eaders shoul d heed the nessage conveyed by Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah. Umo
shoul d realise that people support the party because the alternative
cannot be stonmached by reasonabl e and sane Ml aysi ans.

But if Umo menbers and | eaders do not uphold the image of the party by
bei ng good Muslins, then the consequences will be bad for not only the
party, but for all Ml aysians and the country. |, too, pray that | do not
live to see that day.
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