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Sar aj evo school rises fromthe ashes of civil war

THE bravery and wi || of Professor Faruk Jabucar, his staff and pupils
during the war are admrabl e.

The eruption of war in the Bosnian capital in 1992 failed to dent their
spirits.

Am d gunfires and nortar shellings, Jabucar and 46 teachers made their
journey al nost everyday to teach 940 pupils at Cam | Sijaric primary
school .

The school was turned into a shelter for the pupils when war escal at ed.

"For nonths, the school was a shelter for the children until they had to
give it up when it was no | onger safe follow ng heavy shellings by the
Serbian arny," said the 50-year-old school principal of the sufferings of
hi s pupils and teachers during the Bosnian conflict.

When t he shel I i ngs got worse, Jabucar sumoned his staff to an energency
neeting to determ ne the safety of the children

"W decided it was safer for the pupils to seek refuge here rather than
having to wal k daily to the school at the height of the internecine.

"I amproud that nmy teachers gave their full support and volunteered to
cone to school everyday to teach the students," said Jabucar

But continuous shelling of the building by the Serbian arny finally cut
short the children's stay at the school

The wal | s and cl asses were ruined. Water and el ectricity supplies were
cut of f and sanitation becane intol erable.

Wt hout a choice, Jabucar, his teachers and pupils deci ded to abandon
t he school, for their own safety.

Today, his office is something to be envied of considering Bosni a-

Her zegovina i s back rising fromthe ashes of war.

Every new visitor to his school would be offered a chance to view a
vi deot ape revealing the brutality of the Serbian army during the civi
war .

It was an amateur video, taken in 1992, by one of his staff but it was
good enough to send chills down the spine of viewers.

Clips of the video would certainly touch their hearts.

It rendered the chronol ogi cal events | eading to the destruction of the
school and the predicanent of the teachers and pupils at the hei ght of the
war .

It was a picture of how the school's bullet-riddled walls were ripped
apart by nortar fires. Seventy per cent of the school's facilities were
rui ned.

"Qur school was the npbst nodern in Yugosl avia before the war broke out,"
sai d Jabucar.

It still is. And it was with the hel p of Mal aysi an teachers and pupils.

The Cam| Sijaric school was reconstructed with RMA. 25 nmillion
contributed by teachers and pupils during a fund-raising canpaign in
Mal aysia a few years ago

"W will never forget the help fromMal aysi ans. They have a speci al
pl ace in our hearts.

"We tried our best recently to do sonething to pay it back. W hope we
succeeded, " he said, referring to the choir performance staged by his
pupils during Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad recently.

"Everything at the school even the television set was donat ed by
Mal aysi ans. W& wi sh we will have a closer rel ations and contacts with the



teachers and pupils of Ml aysia.

"We hope teachers fromMal aysia are willing to becone our guests ...

appreci ate our friends fromMal aysi a.”
( END)
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