10/ 07/ 2000
Sar awak " drean and' takes shape

Tan Chin Siang
| MAG NE yourself at the top of a nountain range. Al day long, the
at nrosphere is cool and breezy, and the air, fresh.

In the vast undul ating | andscapes are properly maintai ned greenery and
lots of colourful flowers.

If you think that such a place only exists in dreans, then you need a
wake-up call because this "dream and” is shaping up very nicely in
Sar awak, or nore precisely at the Penrissen H ghlands, about 70km from
Kuchi ng.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open this
RVM600 mi | lion nmasterpiece by businessnman Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew on Sat urday.

The project is known as Borneo Hi ghl ands Resort and Lee's Country
Hei ght s Hol di ngs Bhd is developing it jointly with the Sarawak Land
Cust ody and Devel opnment Aut hority.

Penri ssen Hi ghlands is a nountain range on the Sarawak- Kal i mant an
(I ndonesi a) border and its highest point is the 1,329-netre Gunung
Penri ssen.

The resort occupies 2,300 hectares of |ogged forest on this highland and
its elevation ranges from600 to 1,000 netres above sea level with daily
tenperatures fluctuati ng between 18 and 28 degrees Cel si us.

Lee's ideais to turn this unutilised place into the region's top jungle
wonder | and.

He intends to use this international class outfit to tap into the
growi ng i nternational and domestic narket for ecotourism

Wrk on the resort started in April 1995.

St aggered over five phases, it is expected to be conpl eted around 2005.

The road fromthe city to the resort is tar-sealed all the way. Journey
to the foothills of the resort is 55kmand a further 10kmdrive up the
slope will take one to the clubhouse of the recently-opened 18-hol e
i nternational golf course

"W are not exactly ready to receive the public yet.

"As for the golf course, it is only open to menbers," said senior
proj ect manager Lau Ki u Huat.

Anong the features which have been conpleted to date are the main
infrastructure works, the golf course, club house, chalets and the
spect acul ar Chrysant hemum Garden, a riot of yellow white, orange and
pi nk.

The Chrysant hemum Garden, in fact, forns part of a grand plan to set up
t hened gardens nodel |l ed after the Buchart Gardens in Victoria, British
Col unbi a.

"We are al so working on establishing an organi c garden.

"Overall, the idea of this resort is to pronote healthy |iving,
Lau.

The resort presently has in its possession 45 electric buggi es, those
often seen on gol f courses.

Anot her 20 are on the way.

"Eventually, what we plan to have are electric buggies and el ectric
cars.

"Visitors will |eave their vehicles at the foothills and we will
transport themto the resort using this electric vehicles.

"W want to be as environnmental friendly as possible," said Lau.

He added that once the crowd picked up, the resort mght see cable cars

sai d



as wel I.

On the overall master plan, Lau said the finished product woul d nost
likely conprise three hotels, about 500 | uxurious bungal ows, adventurel and
pl ayground and a cultural centre.

There will also be jungle trails to renpte | onghouses in this Bidayuh
heartl and, such as Kakas, Assum Parang, Kiding and Sepit.

"We are still open to ideas on what we should include in this resort,
but what is definite is there won't be any casinos or hi-tech thene parks
here," Lau said.

In terns of telecomunications, Lau said Tel ekom Mal aysi a had started
work on laying a fibre optic line to the resort.

The project is expected to be conpleted before the end of the year.

"Once conpleted, the resort would be able to provide facilities which
fibre optics can support, such as Internet access and vi deo conferencing,"
he sai d.

During Dr Mahathir's visit, there will be a golf nenbership pronotion
and about 50 bungal ow | ots woul d be put up for sale also.

Towards the end of the year, a fl ower show nay be held to pronpte the
resort.
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