12/ 11/ 2000
Sar awak sets the wheel s noving in anticipation of early election

Joseph Bi ngkasan

ANTI Cl PATI NG an early el ection, the El ecti on Commi ssion has placedits
machi nery on stand-by, to conduct the el ection even if the Sarawak State
Assenbly is dissolved tonorrow

The termof the present assenbly, which was el ected on Sept 8-9, 1996,
wi Il only end next Septenber, but going by the activities of political
parties in the State now el ection coul d be around the corner.

"But the final whistle (dissolution of the assenbly) will have to cone
fromthe Chief Mnister (Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud)," said a political
party veteran.

In accordance with the State Constitution, the Chief Mnister nust seek
the consent of the Yang di-Pertua Negeri to dissolve the 62-nenber State
Assenbl y.

And in the spirit of Barisan Nasional, the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad shal | al so be inforned bef ore announcenent of the
di ssol ution i s nade.

Taib being the State BN chairman had recently hinted that the present
St at e Gover nnent woul d be seeking a fresh mandate fromthe peopl e before
completing the five-year termin office.

He told the Press that if the election could not be called this year, it
woul d be held early next year.

During a gathering of BN conmponent party |eaders in Mri in August, the
Chief Mnister had al so indicated that el ection was "nigh'. Since then
Tai b and ot her BN | eaders had been hol di ng series of neetings with
comunity | eaders in the State.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had al so
announced that the political scenario was conducive for the State el ection
to be hel d.

State EC of fi cer Wan Alwi Tuanku Hashi msaid his office was prepared for
the State el ection.

He said returning officers and supporting staff for the el ection had
been identified. Even the nom nation centres, tallying centres, counting
and polling centres had been identified.

Identified, too, are the nodes of land, river and air transportation. In
order to hold the election snmoothly, the Comm ssion would require a large
number of vehicl es, boats and helicopters.

Such a state of preparedness of the Conm ssion to conduct an early State
election is expected as it had in Novenber, |ast year, conducted the
parlianentary el ecti on which invol ved 28 constituencies i n Sarawak.

Sar awak and Sabah are the only States in Mal aysi a whose State el ections
are not held with the parlianmentary el ection.

In the 1999 parlianentary el ecti on, Sarawak BN conprisi ng Parti Pesaka
Bumi put era Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP), Parti
Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) and Sarawak National Party (SNAP) scored a
| andslide victory winning all the 28 seats.

If the parlianentary el ection could be used as a yardstick for BN going
into the State election, it will be an "easy victory' for the Tai b-1ed
State Governnment to be returned to power.

In 1996 State election, the State BN al nost nade a cl ean sweep of the 62
seats contested. The BN won 57, the DAP won two whil e i ndependent
candi dat es won the renai ning two seats.

However, the BN increased its seats to 58 when Wng Sing Ai of DAP who



was el ect ed Assenbl yman for Ki durong had his victory declared null and
void by the High Court.

BN s M chael Simwho was defeated by Wong fil ed and won an el ecti on
petition. Wien a by-election was held, Simturned the tables on Wng to
win the seat in a straight fight.

Expected to join the fray in the i npending State el ecti on are Sar awak-
based Star and Peni nsul a- based DAP, Keadilan and Pas.

Unli ke the 1996 el ection, the comng election will be a one-day affair,
like the parlianentary election | ast year.

"I believe we have no problemin holding the election in a day because
we have the experience and neans,” Wan Alw said.

When the el ection can be a one-day affair, polling will no | onger need
to be held during school termholidays as was the case i n previous
el ections. The Conmissionis at liberty to hold polling day during
weekend.

The Commi ssion was expected to use the new electoral roll to be
certifiedlater this nonth but if that is not possible theroll certified
on Feb 24, this year containing 816,952 regi stered voters will be used for
the election. Atotal of 814,347 registered voters were eligible to vote
in the 1996 el ection.

At the outset, Sarawak being a nulti-racial population, no single race
could formthe State Governnment. It has been proven and t he peopl e now
know what they wanted - a strong Government.

The people want a strong State Governnment that can maintain unity and
political stability, not one that sows extreni smand hatred anmong t he
peopl e.
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