06/ 12/ 2000
Sarawak Yang di-Pertua Ahmad Zai di dies

M Jeffri Razali, Sul ok Tawi e; Letitia Sanuel

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Sarawak Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Zai di
Adruce Muhanmed Noor (picture) died at the Subang Jaya Medi cal Centre
early today following an illness. He was 76.

H s wi fe, Toh Puan Rosm ati Kendati, and children were at his bedside
when he di ed about 6am

The State Governnent announced a seven-day nourni ng peri od and decl ared
today a public holiday.

From SIMC, Ahmad Zai di's body was taken back to the honme of his son-in-
| aw, Datuk Dr Anuar Masduki, in Subang Jaya, for final rites to be
per f or ned.

Anong the first to arrive at the house to pay their | ast respects was
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Hs wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, arrived | ater.

O her mnisters, menbers of the royalty and seni or government officials
al so turned up to of fer condol ences.

Among nenbers of the royalty who paid their |ast respects were Raj a Muda
Sel angor Tengku ldris Shah and Raj a Muda Perak Raj a Nazrin Shah.

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n, Agriculture M nister Datuk Effend
Nor wawi , Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnment M ni st er Datuk Law Hi eng
Di ng, Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, Deputy
| nspect or-General of Police Datuk Mohd Jami | Johari, fornmer Agriculture
M ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud and Sarawak FA presi dent Datuk Taha
Ariffin were al so present.

Ahmad Zai di's body was placed in a coffin and carried by eight pall-
bearers conprising two each fromthe army, police, Royal Ml aysian Air
Force and Royal Ml aysian Navy onto a van about 2pm

The cortege was flown to Kuching on a RVAF C- 130 Hercul es transport

aircraft fromSubang. The aircraft arrived at Hornbill Skyways hangar at
t he Kuching International Airport at 5pm The cortege was taken to Astana
Negeri where it will lieinstateto allowdignitaries and the public to

pay their |ast respects.

I n Kuching, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud and Cabi net
m ni sters were anong hundr eds present when t he RVAF ai rcraft touched down.
Earlier, Abdul Taib had announced the death of Ahnmad Zai di over RTM
Sar awak and decl ared a public holiday.

State Secretary Datuk Abdul Aziz Husain told a Press conference that
Ahmad Zai di had been ill for the past three weeks and was treated at the
SIMC. Ahnad Zai di's personal doctor, Dr G S. Hans, who was present, said
Ahnmad Zai di di ed of coronary artery di sease (di sease of the heart veins)
and end-stage kidney failure.

Azi z said the State funeral woul d be held tonorrow, and burial about
1lam He said the hearse carrying the remains of Ahmad Zai di woul d | eave
t he Astana Negeri for the Samari ang MiuslimCenetery in Petra Jaya.

Ahmad Zaidi, the fifth and the | ongest serving Yang di-Pertua Negeri
was born on March 29, 1924. He was appointed the Yang di-Pertua Negeri on
April 2, 1985.
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