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School s must halt decline in English

Lee Lam Thye
OF | ate a nunber of reports and coments have appeared in the Press
concerning the need to master the English | anguage.

This is so that Ml aysi ans can comuni cate effectively internationally
and seek greater advancenent in the field of science and technol ogy,
particularly in the area of IT.

One cannot but be concerned about the deteriorating standard of English
inthe country, particularly the poor proficiency anong school chil dren

The recently rel eased UPSR Engli sh results showed a decline in the
per cent age of passes in English. Although it was a marginal decline of 0.2
per cent to 56.7, it should be a matter of concern to education officials.

Every year when the results of mgjor public exaninations are rel eased,
nore often than not, they show a decline in passes.

At a tinme when Mal aysians are being told that the future of the nation
liesinIT, one must realise that English is the | anguage of information
and t echnol ogy.

Wt hout proficiency in English how does one expect to master | T?

For years concerned educati oni sts have spoken about falling standard of
English in our schools.

Many st udents whose English is poor have entered universities and joi ned
the workforce. Agreat number of themhave difficulty coversing in English
during job interviews.

Despite clains by the authorities that steps are being taken to address
the i ssue, the fact remai ns that the declining standards remain a cause
for concern

More ef fective and concrete steps need to be taken to i nprove the
| earni ng and teachi ng of Engli sh.

Students shoul d be encouraged to use and speak English anong t hensel ves
so that they would be fluent in the | anguage.

It is not only in schools that concern has been expressed about the
declining standard of Engli sh.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sawit fit to advise
Bari san Nasional MPs to master English, sothat it would help themin
their dealing with people abroad or when conversing with foreign guests.

The Prine Mnister said a good command of English woul d al so enabl e the
MPs to obtain information on current issues fromthe Internet.

During the recent 2001 Budget presentation in Parlianent, Finance
M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n repeatedly stressed the i nportance of the
Engl i sh | anguage, especially if one wanted to naster the Internet and I CT
and derive greater benefits fromthe New Econony.

He cal |l ed on students to | earn the English | anguage as it was the main
| anguage of the ICT world.

The Prine Mnister's views on the English | anguage are rational and
shoul d be heeded by all Mal aysi ans.

It needs to be pointed out that greater enphasis on the use of English
nmust not be seen as a nove to di scourage the use of the National Language
whi ch has been accepted by all Ml aysi ans regardl ess of their races.

In this nodern age, know edge of just one | anguage i s not enough. W
need to have a command of ot her | anguages for progress and devel opnent.

English is the international | anguage for science, technol ogy, business
and comrerce. W shoul d adopt a liberal attitude with regard to the use of
Engl i sh and ot her | anguages.



Mast ering English is an asset for communi cati on especially at
i nternational neetings and conferences where it is widely and conmonly
used.

At a tine when Mal aysi ans have been urged to help the country fulfil its
vi sion of becom ng a fully-devel oped nati on by 2020, it would be usef ul
for us to be bilingual, where we not only respect our National Language
but al so master the English | anguage or any ot her | anguage of our choice
at the sane tine.
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