26/ 09/ 2000

Secretariat neets to fine-tune details of haj conference

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The secretariat comrittee of the First Conference on
Haj Gui dance conprising Mal aysi ans and Saudi Arabi ans net today to
finalise and fine-tune details.

The joint working conmttee went over vital details |like transportation
medi a, food and beverage, acconmodation and facilities, protocol, security
and first aid.

About 20 nenbers from Saudi Arabia and 30 from Mal aysi a attended the
nmeeting at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses here.

Tabung Haji chief executive officer Datuk Badroddi n Kassi msai d anot her
80 nenbers from Saudi Arabia would arrive this week.

The conference, ained at finding the best nodule for haj nmanagenent to
be adopted by Islamic countries, will begin on Sept 30 and end on Cct 2.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to | aunch the
conference which will be closed by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

Some 150 del egates from 50 nations are expected to attend the first
formal conference on pil gri nage nmanagenent.

Badr oddi n said the Ml aysi an secretari at had been organi sing the
conference and it was tinme for the other side to review the details.

"Today's neeting is also to give a chance for Saudi Arabia to point out
anyt hi ng we have |l eft out.

"This is the first such conference and we are proud to be able to host
it. The Saudi Arabia Governnent is inpressed with the way Ml aysi a
prepared its pilgrinms and managed the ritual every year.

Saudi Arabi a hoped other countries would enul ate Ml aysia's system of
haj managenent, Badroddi n sai d.

For nmore details, visit the website www. bernama. com haj .
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