12/ 08/ 2000
Sel angor MB: 11 proposed (HL)

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KLANG Fri. - Six Assenbl ynmen who are not even in the current State
Executive Council line-up are anbng 11 potential candi dates being
consi dered to take over as Sel angor Menteri Besar.

The 11 names were subnitted by Sel angor Umo to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad today foll owi ng the resignati on of Datuk Seri Abu
Hassan Omar yest erday.

The |i st excludes forner Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b
and Deputy Fi nance M nister Datuk Dr Shafie Mohd Sal | eh, both of whomwere
among those initially tipped to take over.

Al 11 are serving State Assenblynmen - a prerequisite for the Menteri
Besar's position - thus ruling out the need for a by-election to enable an
MP or any other outsider to beconme one.

Sour ces sai d those nomi nated were:

* Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Zainal Abidin Ahmad,

* State Housing and Local Government and Squatters Conmittee chairman
Dat uk Mohd Mokht ar Ahnmad Dahal an;

* State Entrepreneur Devel opnment and Smal | - and Medi um Scal e | ndustry
Commi tt ee chai rman Dat uk Abdul Fat ah | skandar;

* State Infrastructure and I nformati on Technol ogy Commi ttee chairman
Dat uk Mohd Sharif Jaj ang;

* State Rural Devel opment and Agriculture and Fisheries Conmittee
chai rman Datuk Raja | deris Raja Ahnmad,

* Deputy State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Sal anmon Sel anat ;

* Sel at Kel ang State Assenbl yman Dat uk Zakaria @Zai nal Ml Der os;

* Sel ayang Baru State Assenbl yman Dat uk Ahnmad Bhari Abdul Rahman;
Puchong St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamad Sati m Di man;

Hul u Ber nam St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamed | dri s Abu Bakar; and,
Bat ang Kali State Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai nal Abi di n Sakom

Dr Mahat hir said yesterday that he night pick the new Menteri Besar from
t he nanmes submitted by Sel angor Umo or fromsone ot her nanes t hat he
t hought suitabl e.

Muhanmmad, who i s deputy Sel angor Umo |iaison chairman, said a
menor andum cont ai ni ng t he nanes of the candi dates was subnmitted to Dr
Mahat hir at 8.30amin Putraj aya.

Acconpanyi ng hi mwer e Sel angor Umo |iai son committee secretary Dat uk
Seri Onn Ismail, who is also the State Assenbly Speaker, Tanjung Karang
Umo di vi si on chai rman Dat uk Mohd Ai ni Tai b and Senat or Dat uk Ghazi @
Hasbul | ah Ram i .

Asked who wer e t he candi dat es nom nat ed, Muhanmmad sai d t hey were all
St at e Assenbl ynen.

He added that they al so held the post of Umo division chairman.

On whet her Dr Mahat hir had i ndi cat ed when t he announcerent of the new
Menteri Besar woul d be nade, Muhammad said the Prine M nister did not give
any hint. "But | think the sooner the better."

Muhamad confirmed that his nane was not in the |ist.

He said this was because he did not fall under the criteria stipulated,
that is, the candi date shoul d be a State Assenbl yman.

Asked whet her he woul d accept the post again if he was nom nat ed by
Sel angor Umo, Muhammad said there was no possibility.

He added t his was because he was not a State Assenbl yman and al so a by-
el ecti on was not on the agenda.
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