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Sellvi is country's youngest author

Sumitha Martin

SERDANG, Sat. - Little did Malarsellvi Joorindanjn knowthat whiling away
her school holidays witing children's stories would place her in the

Mal aysi a Book of Records.

The 15 year ol d who had her collection of five short stories published
| ast nont h was acknow eged as the country's youngest aut hor on Nov 2.

Her achi evenent was al so recogni sed at the recent Mega Achi evenment Rally
i n Education, Business and Culture held for the Tam | conmunity.

The col l ection, entitled Prince Inderasuria And Hi s Hunt For Treasure,
consi sts of Bear In Mama's Room The Sneaky OM, Steven And Hi s Mean
Tricks, Roses And Thorns and the title story.

In an interviewtoday with the New Sunday Tines, the author said she had
deci ded out of the blue to pen children's stories to while away the
year-end school holidays as a 13 year ol d.

Mal arsel lvi, or Sellvi as she is called, took up to one-and-a-half
nonths to conpl ete the stories.

While Bear In Mama's Roomis based on a fear she experienced as a child,
the other four are fruits of her inmgination.

Younger brother and only sibling, Migilan, 13, was the first to read her
stories as well as contribute ideas, while her housew fe nother K Mliga
provi ded noral support and ideas as wel | .

An aunt, Helen Tierney, was al so on hand to hel p with gramar while
Sellvi's father, R Joorindanjn @Rekoraj u was a source of encouragenent
through his literary efforts in the Tan | |anguage.

Re. Ko. as he is nore popul arly known, has aut hored four books on
not i vati on and success i n business and is al so the owner and editor of a
Tam | | anguage nont hl y newspaper cal | ed Uyarvom(Success), which features
busi ness success stories in the Indian comunity.

He is al so Geat Eastern Life Assurance (Ml aysi a) Bhd' s group sal es
manager .

A student of Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Seri | ndah i n Serdang, Sell vi
has no plans to wite professionally.

Awai ting the results of her Penil ai an Menengah Rendah exam nation which
she conpl eted | ast week, Sellvi is nowindulginginthethings teenagers
do - "eat, sleep, read and watch tel evision".

She is alsowiting aletter to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhanmad, to be acconpani ed by a conplinentary copy of her book "for himto
enjoy with his grandchildren”.

She plans to beconme a | anguage prof essor.

The | anguages she wants to master? "English, French, Chinese, Japanese
...the possibilities are endl ess," she said.

Sellvi, who started reading at the age of three, counts Loui sa My
Al cott and Hans Christian Andersen anong her favourite authors.

She is fluent in English, Bahasa Mal aysia and Tanmi|. She is also a
nmenber of her school's English Language Soci ety.

Both Re.Ko. and Maliga are naturally proud of their daughter.

Mal i ga said she first cane to know of Sellvi's tal ent when she was 13.
"She had written an English essay about the first week of school and her
teacher was so inpressed with it that she passed it around to the other
teachers."

The parents, however, do not want to put pressure on her

Hence, their refusal of an offer by a | ocal publishing house to publish



Sellvi's work i f she cones up with el even nore stories.
Re. Ko. and Maliga decided to fund the publication thensel ves but because
rai sing the noney took up time, the book was only published | ast nonth.
Re. Ko. and Maliga are now focusing efforts on ensuring the book, which
is priced at RML4.90, finds its way to the bookstores.
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