13/ 08/ 2000
Senior Mnister Lee sees hinself inrole of "facilitator'

Ahrmad A Talib

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, still

wi el di ng consi derabl e power intheislandrepublic's adm nistration, sees

hinmself as a facilitator in pronoting bilateral relations with Ml aysi a.
In an exclusive intervieww th the New Sunday Ti mes i n Si ngapore, Lee,

who was Prinme M nister for 31 years until 1990, clained he has little

i nfluence on issues affecting relations with Malaysia, but said: "If | can
facilitate a resolution, I will try to do so." (See Page 27 for the
i nterview.

Lee arrives Monday for a four-day visit at the invitation of Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. The two met in Tokyo during the
funeral of Japanese Prinme Mnister Keizo Cbuchi in June.

"When | was in Tokyo | net Dr Mahathir. | asked to see him He of fered
to see me at 8ambecause he was | eaving (for home) at nine. | told himl
want to see Putrajaya, the Kual a Lunmpur International Airport, Petronas
Twin Towers and all the other things."

Anong the maj or issues seen as "irritants" to Ml aysi a- Si ngapore
relations are the long-termwater supply to the island republic and the
status of Malaysia's railway | and there.

Wien told that he was bei ng nodest, and that he still wields
consi derabl e i nfl uence over Singapore's present-day Cabinet, Lee
countered: "That's what everybody says, but let ne renind people ... |'ve

just signed a letter asking for | eave of absence fromthe Prinme M nister
(Goh Chok Tong) to go to Mal aysi a.

"The political significance is that the authority is the PMs. My
indirect influence cones fromny ability to influence the MPs. If they
don't respect ny judgnent, then | have no power, because the buttons are
not with me. My influence cones fromthe record of 40 years of decision
maki ng. The MPs know that |I'mnot given to wild judgnments."

In the one-hour-40-minute interviewin his office at the Istana, Lee
gave his insights into Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons, the Ml aysi an
political |andscape, in particular on Umo, Pas and the DAP, the
I ndonesi an si tuation, Asean and ot her regi onal issues, Singapore's defence
spending and its politics, the loyalty of the Malays to Singapore, his
achi evenents and regrets.

Lee al so sees hinself in another role for Singapore - that of a
sal esman. I n his nodest but well-guarded office, Lee al so gave his views
on Australia's role in South East Asia. But the interviewwas heavily
edited and the published extracts is only about one-third of what was
recorded. As for the rest, they woul d be kept in the archives to remain as
yet anot her backdrop to the story of nodern Si ngapore's founding father.

O fering sone very frank opinions, Lee said he did not see Pasform ng
the Governnent here as they have to change to win seats in the peninsula's
west coast, Johor, Sabah and Sarawak. (Johor is a Barisan Nasi onal
stronghol d, particularly Umo's).

But he noted the significant nunber of young Mal ay prof essional s joi ning
Pas. "If they growin strength and di splace the present Pas i nmage of the
goat ee beard and the white skullcap of the devout Muslim wth that of a
nodern Mal ay professional, that's a different chall enge,"” he said.

As for the DAP, Lee said the party | eaders believed that the so-called
Bari san Alternative could work but later sawitself "punished in the
el ections". The DAP, he said, was now nmaeki ng "different noi ses" because



the situation in the BA was beconi ng untenabl e.

Lee al so believed that the DAP was carried away by reformasi.

Lee al so has sone i nteresting views on Umo, including his observation
of sel ected | eaders. When asked about the party's future, Lee said he
bel i eved t hat Umo shoul d upgrade Vi sion 2020 and bring in nore of the
younger people to help "re-cast” itself, adding that Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi , the deputy president and Deputy Prinme M nister, has to help
put up a credible teamfor this purpose.

Descri bi ng Abdul | ah as strai ghtforward and decent, Lee stressed that the
Kepal a Batas MP nust get "good peopl e around hi nf. Wil e Datuk
Hi shanmuddi n Hussein may be "all right" for Umo Youth, he should get a
young Malay in his 30s as his deputy, who can then help to "espouse t he
new Mal aysi a".

Lee expressed sadness over news that Suharto had been charged,
predicting that the day woul d cone when t he | ndonesi an Gover nment woul d
put resources to rehabilitate Suharto's i mage. Suharto, Lee enphasi sed,
had gi ven I ndonesi a and the regi on 32 years of peace and growt h. Wil e he
was qui ck to point out that he did not agree with what Suharto's children
wer e doi ng, he saw no gai n by destroying the synbols of a nation.

On the rel ati onshi p between Mal ays and Chi nese in Si ngapore, Lee, in
neasur ed tones which characterised the interview, said: "W brought the
i ssue out into the open because we believe, over tinme, not only do we
desensitise it, we will also be ableto talk frankly, that it takes tine
for us really to gel into a nation.

"Anation is not born sinply by going to school, singing the National
Ant hemas you rai se the national flag, and when you graduate in 10 years,
we are a nation. People have to feel that they have a shared destiny. Do
we feel that? |'mnot yet prepared to say so."

In any case, Lee was sure that Chinese-Malay relations in Singapore are
not deci ded in Singapore al one. "They are affected by Ml ay- Chi nese
relations in Mal aysia and to a | esser extent |Indonesi an-Chi nese rel ations
in I ndonesia."

( END)
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