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Sepang, Ml aysia wi nners too

ALL the world | oves a wi nner, especially those who keep on wi nni ng. Tiger
Wyods, short in years but | ong on achi evenents and est abli shing records,
is admired by even fans to whombirdies, eagles and al batrosses were once
sinply birds of different plumage.

United, only Man U has the | argest followi ng of club football all over
the world. It is the winningest teamover the past decade in the English
League.

And to the pantheon of great sporting names - they call them brands
t hese days - on Sunday was added anot her two: M chael Schumacher and
Ferrari .

The German, in the crinson livery of Ferrari, already atriple Formula 1
chanpion took the Italian stable to their second constructors' title, and
their first double in 21 years.

The Italian town of Mddena where church bells ring each tinme a Ferrari
car wins a F1 Grand Prix race proposes an honorary citizenship for
M chael . By now he i s al ready a househol d nane even i n Mal aysi a where
sporting tradition and passion has | ong centred on soccer and badmi nton

Sepang was al so a winner. It already won | ast year the ultimate accol ade
for the best F1 GP spectacl e staged by the 16 circuits spread around t he
wor | d.

It may or may not garner the same acclaimthis year. But its track and
facilities have been acknow edged by all, participants, officials and
comrent ators, as the best inthe world. Anot her successful organisation of
the tail-end edition on the F1 cal endar only adds to our grow ng
reputation of hosting world-class sports events. It would surely
strengt hen our bid to host the 2006 Asi an Ganes.

Mal aysia i s a wi nner too. The country earned its place on the GP racing
map | ast year when it had its first F1 race.

This year it certainly was on the itinerary of hundreds of Gernans,

Fi nns, Scots and Brazilians who followtheir idols round the gl obe.
Because the Sepang edition cane at the fag-end of the GP season, these
visitors who cane as sports fans surely woul d stay on as tourists
contributing much desirabl e forei gn exchange.

The Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d on Sunday, the

country coul d have earned as rmuch as RML billion, given the price of
tickets and the costs of board for the three days of the GP show. But
Mal aysi an sports is still not a winner. Sporting fane is garnered on the

field, the tracks and in the stadia.

It is earned by athl etes not by managers and organi sers of events. The
|atters' achievenents, to be sure, should not be sneered. They are,
however, transitory acconplishnents. W stage a worl d-cl ass event and we
win acclaimfor a while.

W becone footnotes in GP history if say the venue for the F1 GP event
is taken away fromthe Sepang International GCrcuit. For we nust realise
that no one renenbers where the world record for the 200- and 400-netres
sprints were broken. But nost renmenber M chael Johnson

Sure we have potential world-class sportsnmen and sportswonen. Anong the
few knocki ng at the door of international stature are squash players, Ang
Beng Hee and Ni col David who are currently notchi ng upwards the
i nternational rankings. Young Al ex Yoong is honing his driving skills in
Fornmul a Three racing in the Japanese circuit. But until he gains his



ticket to drive for a F1 stable, our aspirations to international fame and
continued fortune in netting the tourist ringgit will rest with our
abilitiy towin bids to host and organi se worl d-cl ass sporting events. In
the com ng years even this m ght be even nore conpetitive.
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