04/ 11/ 2000
Seven congressnen i gnorant of Ml aysian | aw, says Dr Mahat hir

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today Anerican
congressnen who wanted a retrial for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwere

i gnorant of Mal aysian | aw.

He said they did not seemto knowthat he, as Prinme Mnister, had no
power to order aretrial or dismssal of the charges agai nst Anwar.

He said Mal aysi a coul d not be bothered to respond officially.

"The rule of |aw doesn't permt the Prine Mnister or Governnent to
order aretrial. If they (Anwar's supporters) want one, ook inthe | aw
books and see when it is permtted. But you go and ask ot her countries to
pressure for aretrial.

"I can't say | amnot satisfied and order a retrial ... That neans |
shoul d sack all the judges if | have no confidence inthem" he told
reporters after launching the R da-Mara gol den anni versary cel ebrati ons.

He was commenting on the nove by seven nenbers of the US House of
Representatives to file a resolution calling on Mal aysia to dismss all
charges agai nst Anwar or hold a retrial.

According to Parti Keadi |l an Nasi onal president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan Ismail, a novenent headed by one of her top |ieutenants was
responsi bl e for | obbying the US congressnen.

She had said that the Free Anwar Canpai gn novenent was i n charge of such
matters.

The FAC secretariat director is Keadil an nmedi a coordi nator Raj a Petra
Kanar udi n.

Dr Mahat hir sai d he was ashanmed of Ml aysi ans who asked foreigners to
threaten their own country. "If we are not happy, there are channels
within the country, there are elections."

He sai d during the 1999 general el ection, the Qpposition used pictures
of Anwar's bl ack eye to get synpathy, but Ml aysi ans supported the Barisan
Nasi onal .

He added t hat Keadilan only wanted "to sell” the country and shoul d stop
calling itself Keadilan (justice) as it did not understand the word.

The Prime Mnister felt sorry for the United States as its congressnen
did not understand the | aw, adding that they were not fit to be
congressnen in the world s nost powerful country.

Asked to comment on the possibility of Al Gore becom ng US president, he
saidit would be "difficult"” for Mal aysia to have good rel ations with the
Uni ted States.

He said CGore had di spl ayed extrenely bad nmanners when he cane to
Mal aysia in 1998 for the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation neeting, and
call ed on Mal aysians to rise up agai nst the Gover nnent.

Asked about the CGovernnent's call on Mal aysians to master English, he
said this did not nmean negl ecti ng Bahasa Mal aysia, rather it was acall to
master two | anguages.

He said English was vital as nost know edge was witten in that
| anguage, adding that trying to translate everything i nto Bahasa Ml aysi a
was too sl ow.

Asked i f the Governnment woul d grant citizenship to children of Ml aysian
wonen who married foreigners, he saidit was a universal |lawthat the
children's nationality foll owed that of their father.

He said the Government now al | owed forei gn spouses to work and after
soneti me woul d grant t hemper manent resi dent status and | ater citizenship.



Their children, if belowa certain age, will al so becone Ml aysi ans.

He said the Governnent woul d consider the matter, but did not think that
t hose who had |ived abroad frombirth to death coul d consi der thensel ves
Mal aysi ans.

On yesterday's M ddl e East truce accord, he said the Israelis were not
sincere in wanting peace, adding that it was unacceptable for Israel to
order its soldiers to open fire on people who were only arned w th stones.

Speaki ng about the Organisation of |Islan c Conference, which he will
attend later this nonth, he said they would try to forge better unity.

Dr Mahat hir, however, added that he was not hopeful as it was difficult
to get Islamc countries to act together.

( END)
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