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Sever e puni shnents necessary

A. Kadir Jasin

| RRESPECTI VE of whether they are nenbers of political parties or

i ndi viduals, the people involved in the Al -M'unah devi ati oni st novenent
must be severely dealt with.

As already stated, those involved in the theft of firearns fromGik
mlitary canps, kidnapping and nurders nust be nmade to suffer the ful
brunt of the law - mandatory death for illegal possession of firearns and
death for murder and ki dnappi ng.

The rest of its followers, whether they are Pas nenbers or nenbers of
other political parties, must be identified and investi gated.

There m ght be those who were m sled. They should be told of their
m st akes and rehabilitated.

Here the use of the Internal Security Act is justified.

The nute reaction to the use of the Act, including fromits nost
strident opponents, is another indication of the gravity of the crinme
per petrated by nmenbers of the group.

These peopl e had not only threatened the security of the country but had
commtted nmurder and torture. They deserve not only to be detai ned under
the | SA but be subjected to other prescribed puni shnents.

They had clearly chosen their targets and victins to show their hatred
for and intol erance of other races and religions. They killed their non-
Musl i m captives and shot at a Hindu tenple and a brewery.

Sadly, they called their hideous act "jihad" and some gullible Mislins
and uni nfornmed non-Mislins apparently believe them There are even those
who accused the Governnment of staging the incident.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said in Alor Star on
Thursday that nost of the group's 1,800 nenbers were al so Pas nenbers.

He said the Governnent had not wanted to politicise the incident but Pas
had done so by saying that the whole incident was staged by Umo.

That was why, said Dr Mahathir, the Governnment was forced to reveal that
the majority of the Al -M' unah nenbers were al so Pas nenbers and
supporters.

However, he did not discount the possibility of Umo nenbers bei ng anong
t he devi ants.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor has neither denied nor confirmthe
al l egation, saying that he could do so only if he was furnished with a
list of the group' s menbership.

The faster the people responsible for the arns heist, kidnapping and
nmurders are brought to justice, the better it is for the peace-Ioving
Mal aysi ans and for the image of |Islam Malays and the country.
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