12 JAN 2000

SHAHI DAN ONLY TO DEFEND H S SUPREME COUNCI L SEAT

KANGAR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim
said today that he will only defend his Suprene Council seat in the Umo
el ection in May.

Shahi dan, who earlier offered to be nom nated for the post of Umo vice
president, said that he had to withdraw as nore | eaders of calibre had
of fered thensel ves for nom nation for the three posts of vice president.

"I offered nyself as nobody el se has done so then. Now, nore have
of fered thensel ves," he told reporters at his office, here.

Shahi dan said that fromhis observation, those who offered thensel ves
to be nom nated for the post of vice president were nore qualified than
hi m

"Let me just defend ny Supreme Council seat,"” he said.

Asked to comment on the contest for the post of president and deputy
presi dent, Shahidan said that the Perlis Umo |iaison committee had al ready
deci ded to nomi nate Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for the post of Umo
presi dent and Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi as his deputy.

"We nade the decision at the Perlis Umo |iaison conmttee neeting on
Dec 31, last year," said Shahidan who is state Umo |iaison conmttee
chai r man.
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