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Shares cl ose broadly | ower

THE st ock mar ket cl osed broadly | ower yesterday, with the benchmark Kual a
Lunmpur Conposite I ndex (KLCI) dropping to a seven-week | ow as persi stent
runours of the Finance M nister's resignation continuedto rattle

i nvestors.

"The market is extrenely nervous due to the rumour that's been flying
around. It has al so been keeping a | ot of retailers out of the market,"
said a deal er.

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n yest erday brushed off tal k of his
resignation saying that arift between himand the Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad were nerely runours.

Overall, trading on the stock market was | ackl ustre, deal ers said.
Counters that fell overwhel med counters that gained six to one.

The KLCl dropped 1.1 per cent or 9.86 points, to close at 881.39. The
last time it sawthis level was April 18.

The Emas I ndex fell 1.2 per cent or 2.70 points to finish at 222.45. The
Second Board | ndex was t he worst performer yesterday | osing al nost 2 per
cent or 4.12 points to close at 232. 33.

The total nunber of shares traded dwi ndl ed by 3.4 per cent to 142.540
m | lion shares valued at RW19. 161 nmillion conpared with 147.749 million
shares worth RVM666. 153 million transacted | ast Friday.

Shar es of Mal ayan Banki ng were the nost actively traded yesterday, with
8.8 million shares changi ng hands. It |ost 3.23 per cent or 50 sen, to
RML5. 00.

Second nost active counter was newl y-1listed Uni co-Desa Pl antati ons Bhd
with 5.7 mllion shares done. Its share price fell 3 per cent or 5 sento
RML. 52.

Qut of the top five nost active counters traded yesterday, only Tenaga
managed to show gains, rising alnmost 1 per cent or 10 sen to end at
RML3. 70.
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