31/ 07/ 2000
Shei kh Hasina here for four-day official visit

Zety Fazil ah Bahar uddin
PRI ME M ni ster of Bangl adesh Shei kh Hasi na Waj ed starts her first officia
visit to Mal aysia today to further strengthen bilateral rel ati onships.

During her four-day visit, she will be acconpani ed by a 73-menber
del egation conprising senior officials, staff nenbers, correspondents and
busi nessman.

Among the nenbers of the del egati on are Bangl adeshi M ni ster of Labour
and Enmpl oynent MA Mannan and State M nister of Foreign Affairs Abul Hassan
Chowdhury.

Wsma Putra said in a statenent that Shei kh Hasina is schedul ed to neet
her Mal aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and has a
bilateral nmeeting with the Prine M nister today.

The two | eaders are expected to discuss and exchange views on vari ous
bilateral, regional and international issues of nutual interest.

Bil ateral rel ations between Ml aysi a and Bangl adesh continue to be
cl osed and cordial and have expanded i nto areas such as defence,

i nformation and techni cal cooperati on.

The cl ose rel ati ons were shown by the frequent exchange of M nisterial
and hi gh ranking official visits between the two countries.

Last year, besides the Prime Mnister's visit in March, M nister of
Foreign Affairs Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, Mnister of Transport Datuk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and the speakers of Parlianment had al so visited
Bangl adesh.

Wil e in Ml aysia, Shei kh Hasina is expected to attend a busi ness
| uncheon organi sed by the National Chamber of Comerce and | ndustry of
Mal aysia, visit to the Multinmedi a Devel opment Corporation and the Petronas
Twi n Tower.

The Bangl adeshi del egation will also take a trip to the | egend isl and,
Pul au Langkawi . Shei kh Hasina is al so schedul ed to neet the Yang Di Pertuan
Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah and the Queen, Tuanku Siti Ai syah.

Mal aysia is ranked as the third | argest investor after the US and UK in
Bangl adesh. At present, there are 33 Ml aysi an conpani es regi stered with
t he Bangl adesh Board of | nvestnent.

As at | ast Decenber 31, Malaysia's investnent in Bangl adesh is estinmated
at US$1.32 billion (US$1l= RM3.80) and it is mainly in tel ecomuni cati ons,
transport, education, power generation, oil and gas, petro-chenical, data
software, furniture and agro-based i ndustri es.

In 1999, Malaysia's total trade wi th Bangl adesh were at RVb34.8 million.
The bal ance of trade was in Malaysia's favour with exports anounted to
RVM607.2 million and inports stood at RM7.6 mllion.

Palmoil is Malaysia's nmain export item constituting 15.7 per cent of
the total export. Other major export items are ships, boats and fishing
structures, textile yarn, |inme cenent and fabricated construction

material s, zinc and polishing preparations.

Mal aysia's main inport items from Bangl adesh are crustaceans and
mol | uscs, which constitute 36.2 per cent of the country total inports.

O her major inport itens include photographic apparatus and equi prent,
commodi ties, fish sacks and bags nade of jute.

Mal aysi a and Bangl adesh al so have a cl ose cooperation in the field of
education, maritinme transport, tourism agriculture and i nformation. Both
countries have so far signed 11 agreenents in these areas.

Under the Ml aysian Techni cal Programe, Mal aysia has provided training



awar ds and schol arshi ps for 244 Bangl adeshi official s.

In addition, Ml aysia, under the third party fundi ng arrangenent, has
sponsored 140 officials from Bangl adesh for various study tours and
attachnent progranmes in the country.
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