01/ 09/ 2000

Show of unity on N-Day (HL)

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Ml aysians fromall wal ks of life gathered at Dataran
Kener dekaan here this norning to celebrate the nation's 43rd Nati onal Day
with a show of unity.

The event saw |l ove for the nation transcending political affiliation
with Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor and DAP vi ce-chairman and Kepong MP
Dr Tan Seng Gaw joining in the festivities.

A downpour at the tail-end of the cerenony did not danpen the spirits of
nmore than 11, 000 partici pants fromvarious organi sations, the
man-in-the-street and foreigners who had thronged the area since early
nor ni ng.

Hosted by Sel angor, this year's cel ebrations took place at the field
behi nd the Grand Bl ueWave Hotel and the Umo Sel angor buil ding.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali arrived at 7.45amshortly after the Cabinet
M nisters, dignitaries and VIPs were seat ed.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah and the Raja
Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah arrived soon after and were net by Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasmah

The day's progranmme began about 8amwith the singing of the Negaraku to
t he acconpani nent of rnusic by the Royal Mal aysian Air Force band.

Shout s of "Merdeka!" and "Mal aysi a Bol eh" ushered in the recitation of
t he poem Keranamu Mal aysia by a nulti-racial group of five secondary
school students fromacross the country.

Two new patriotic songs - Jalur Genmilang and Kerananu Ml aysi a - nade
popul ar follow ng frequent airing over television, were sung by the choir
fromlnstitut Bahasa Mel ayu Mal aysi a.

This was followed by a colourful field performance by sone 2,400
school children from 13 schools in red, blue, white and yell ow costunes as
wel | as various national dresses such as baju kebaya and saree.

They executed interesting formati ons such as the Jalur Gem | ang, a wave
movenent and the hi biscus to the acconpani nent of traditional and nodern
nusi c.

The nuch-awai t ed march-past followed, with nenbers of the public surging
towards the fringe of the field facing the dais for a better | ook at the
participants, oblivious to calls to keep back.

Anmong the highlights of the parade was the parade by the Agricultura
sector contingent which had participants wearing farm ng and fishing
cost umes.

There were al so nodern agriculturalists, conplete with nock not ebooks
and handphones.

A profusion of floats was in the procession, the nost uni que being that
of the Mal aysi a Book of Records.

Featuring the nation's tallest man and woman neasuring 2.4mand and 2. 1m
respectively, the float was pulled by Ml aysi an strongman P. Letchenmanah.
O her highlights included the appearance of the new y-1aunched Proton

Waj a and the Bufori

Not to be forgotten was the inpressive march-past by various nusic
bands.

Contingents of interest included Kejayaan Ml aysi a, Persatuan Anak-anak
Merdeka and t he Mal aysi an Hurmani tari an Foundati on.

The day's events were crowned with a spectacul ar aeropl ane formati on by



the Royal Mal aysian Air Force which left the crowd i npressed.

Checks with St John Anbul ance personnel showed that a fewin the crowd
had found the day's festivities too long to bear

A man who had fainted and another who had injured his leg were
hospitalised. Two others were treated at an arny anbul ance on standby.

The day's cel ebrations went off so well that Ml aysians and tourists
present could not help but praise the authorities for the comrendabl e
show.

Larry Lim 38, of Section 9, Shah Alam who had been wat chi ng Merdeka
rehearsals for the past few nights, found the cerenony "beautiful”, while
Ki m Vandenbr oak of the Netherlands was inpressed with the fact that the
parade took place "smoothly with no stops.™

The day's proceedi ngs cane to an end just before 1lam and those who were
present left with an obvi ous sense of euphori a.
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