14/ 11/ 2000
Showi ng concern for umah

Farush Khan in Doha

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad expressed sati sfaction with the greater
commi tment and concern over the fate of Muslins and Miusli mcountries by

| eaders at the ninth summt of the Organisation of |Islamc Conference held
here.

The Prime M nister said the | eaders, in their discussions and speeches
at the three-day summ t, which ends today, had denonstrated "high spirit”
inthe interest of the unmah, especially in the Israel-Pal estine disputes.

"Their speeches were strong and they were open (in their criticism," he
tol d Mal aysi an journalists after a dinner with about 100 Ml aysi ans,

i ncl udi ng about 30 who are residing in Qatar, at the D plomatic C ub here
on Sunday ni ght.

The di nner was hosted by Ismail Mistapha, the Anbassador of Ml aysia
accredited to Qatar.

For exanpl e, he said, there were | eaders who had proposed that Mislim
countries sever their diplomatic relations withthe United States if it
noved its enbassy fromTel Aviv to Jerusal em

Such a nove by the USwill be a clear indication of its endorsenment of
I srael's occupation of the Palestine territory in Jerusal em

Dr Mahat hir was asked on his evaluation of this year's OCsumit. The
O Cholds its sumtit once in three years.

I n his speech on Sunday, Dr Mahathir, who represented the Asi an group,
del i vered a strong warni ng agai nst the I sraeli aggressi on agai nst the
Pal esti ni ans.

He had call ed on | eaders of the 56 O C nenber countries to "remain
steadfast in maki ng no conprom ses” on the status of Al Quds Al Sharif
(Jerusalem as the political and historical city of the Pal estinian people
and State.

The Prime Mnister's hard-hitting speech at the summit was proni nently
featured in | ocal newspapers yesterday.

The Peni nsul a Engl i sh | anguage newspaper quoted Dr Mahathir as sayi ng
that he believed much of the blane for the Islanmic world' s inability to
count er bal ance hegenony by certain powers was because of its own di scord
and infighting.

The paper described Dr Mahathir as "a Ml aysi an | eader who had al ways
been sonet hi ng of an iconocl ast".

Referring to another of the Prime Mnister's strong-worded speech
deliveredto Qatari entrepreneurs and intellectuals on Saturday night, it
said Dr Mahathir had "stayed true to fornm' as he attacked Wstern
institutions for trying to inpose their will on devel opi ng nati ons.

Dr Mahathir said the spirit of unity was al so evi dent anpong t he | eaders
of the O C nenbers.

On his proposal to reformthe OC and the establishment of the Mislim
Direct Investnent fund to pronote economic and trade activities anong t he
Muslimcountries, he said there was no official responsetoit as yet
since the suimit was still in progress.

The proposal on the need for reformof the O C had been included in the
agenda for deliberation anong the | eaders.

The Prime M nister also held bilateral neetings with Saudi Crown Prince
Abdul | ah bi n Abdul Azi z, Lebanese Prine M nister Rafik Hariri, Sudanese
President Omar Hassan Al Bashir and other | eaders since his arrival here
on Sat ur day.



Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports Dr Mahat hir as sayi ng that Senegal President
Abdoul aye Wade want ed nore Mal aysi an i nvestnents in the republic.

"He pointed out Senegal's potential, including that in the cotton
(i ndustry) and other areas," said Dr Mahathir.

Orar Hassan Al Bashir also invited Malaysia to invest in a big
hydroel ectric project in Sudan.

"W are studying that," said the Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahathir said the Sudanese | eader al so wanted to see Malaysia's
participation in the transport sector.

He said Hariri proposed that direct flights be operated between Lebanon
and Mal aysi a.

"He is al so prepared to grant fifth landing rights to us to enable us to
take passengers i n Lebanon before proceedi ng to ot her destinations.”

Dr Mahat hir sai d Soral i an Presi dent Abdi Kassi mSal ad i nf orned hi mt hat
hi s Governnent had just been restored and want ed Mal aysi a t o nake
i nvestnents in the republic.

Crown Prince Abdullah was al so keen to further enhance Ri yadh-Kual a
Lunmpur ties, he said.

Prior to his departure |l ast night to Brunei for the Apec neeting, Dr
Mahat hir i s schedul ed to neet Kazakhstan Presi dent Nursultan Nazbayyev,
Syrian President Bashar al-Asad and Pal estini an President Yasser Arafat.
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