03/ 03/ 2000

Si mul t aneous neeti ngs nade possi bl e

THANKS t o nodern technol ogy, economi c neetings such as the Kankeiren Asean
Managenent semni nar opened yesterday by the Prime M nster can now be held
si mul taneously at various | ocations.
The Kankeiren sem nar featured |live satellite video conferencing
speeches by speakers fromdifferent countries.
Thail and"s Deputy Prinme Mnister Dr Supachai Panitchapakdi delivered his
wel com ng address |ive from Bangkok after Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
foll owed by vice-chai rman of Kankeiren and executive president of
Mat sushita Electric Industrial Co Ltd Yoichi Mrishita, who delivered his
keynot e adress from GCsaka, Japan
Three sem nar halls, three speakers and three sets of audiences in three
different countries - all linked via multiple video screens and i nage
recorders.
The effect was not | ost on Dr Mahathir, who used it to nake a point:
"This technol ogi cal achievenent is truly a sign of the tinmes," he told the
audi ence gat hered i n Kual a Lunpur, Bangkok and Csaka.
"Even though Osaka is one hour ahead of Kual a Lunpur and Bangkok i s one
hour behind us - you see how Kual a Lunmpur is al ways agreeable to taking
the mddle road, to playing the role as the balance in matters | arge or
smal | . "
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