18/ 10/ 2000
Si nkhol e destroys buil dings at army canp

Shahr um Sayut hi

ARAU, Tues. - A sinkhole believed to be the size of a football fieldis
said to have destroyed at | east two buildings at the Arny Engi neer

Regi nent Canp in Mata Ayer, about 12kmfromhere, on Saturday night.

The canp has been cl osed to outsiders, including the nedia. Sources said
the i ncident al so caused a bl ackout at the canp which lasted until
yest er day.

It is not imediately known if there were casualties. Sources said
several soldiers were believed to have escaped narrowy. It is |earnt that
t he bui |l di ngs housed barracks and an adm ni strative office.

Ment eri Besar Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m who was seen | eavi ng the canp
with Royal Mal ay Regi nent Second Division Chief Mej Jen Datuk Khairuddin
Mat Yusof this afternoon, declined to shed |ight on the incident.

" Sonet hi ng happened ... but | cannot tell you now. | have to brief the
Prime M nister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad) first ... | will hold a
Press conference in two or three days," he sai d when asked to conment on
the incident.

State Secretary Abdul Latib Omar and several officers fromthe
Kedah/ Perlis Geol ogi cal Departnment were al so seen at the canp, which has
been seal ed of f by the authorities.

Not a single officer fromthe canp was willing to conmment on the
i ncident. Checks with the police al so drew a bl ank. Several senior
of ficers claimed they were al so not all owed to enter the canp.

Meanwhi | e, a source said he nanaged to enter the canp on the night of
t he i nci dent and saw t he si nkhol e which i s about 30 netres deep

"I went to the canp about 8pmon Saturday after receiving news about the
incident. | saw a huge sinkhole the size of a football field and severa
smal l er ones. | was told by soldiers the incident happened about 7.30pm
and t hey barel y nanaged t o escape. " The source was t hen i nmedi at el y ushered
out of the canmp after the arrival of several senior army officers.
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