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“Asian visit paves way for independence

Lokman Mansor

EAST Ti nor | eader Xanana Gusnmao says his visit to several Asian countries
endi ng wi th Mal aysi a yest erday has successfully hel ped | ay t he foundati on
for the country's pendi ng i ndependence.

"I't was very useful tous in this period of transition because we can
now est abl i sh our policies, and have foreseen what we can do in the future
for our people and our country,” he said.

Qusmao, president of the National Council for Tinorese Resistence, was
acconpani ed by vi ce-president and Nobel peace prize w nner Jose Ranps-
Horta on an 18-day Asi an tour which included Mal aysi a, China, South Korea,
Si ngapore, Thail and and the Phili ppi nes.

Speaking at a press conference in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, Gusmao said
havi ng establ i shed relations with these countries, East Tinor will start
acquiring know edge fromthemthat is useful for its devel opnent.

"W will be building our country fromnothing. It will be exciting and
at the same tinme a great challenge to us and our people. Their
expectations are hi gh. They hope for i ndependence and peace to change
their lives and inprove their living standards. This is why we cane," he
sai d.

Ranps- Horta added that during the tour, the del egation received strong
support and concrete offers fromthe governments for assistance in
agriculture and fi shery, banki ng and fi nance, port and ai rport managenent,
and civil admnistration.

"W al so discussed with Asean | eaders various regional issues, including
the possibility of East Tinor attending future Asean neetings as an
observer to start understanding its features and procedures," he added.

Ranps-Horta said within the next two weeks East Tinmor will send its
first technical mssion to the Philippines, Thailand, Ml aysia and
Si ngapore to di scuss areas where these countries can train East Ti nor
officials.

"The next two years are going to be a mgj or chal |l enge, when we build our
pool of skilled people who will run the adm nistration, banks, ports and
airports,” he said.

Asked about East Tinor joining Asean, Ranps-Horta said there is no hurry
to nmake a decision as the territory has not yet gai ned i ndependence.

The East Tinorese voted for independence in a UN-sponsored referendumin
August | ast year after 24 years of |Indonesian occupation. The UN
Transitional Adm nistration w |l adm nister East Tinor for two to three
years before the country becones fully i ndependent.

Ranps- Horta sai d East Ti nor supports a Philippine proposal that command
of the UN Transitional Adm nistration be rotated anong Sout h- East Asi an
countri es.

Asked i f this could nean an expanded mlitary role for Mal aysia i n East
Tinor, he said: "Yes, certainly. Nornmally when a country takes | eadership
it inplies greater contribution. Not only in peacekeepi ng but al so civil
adm ni stration. Ml aysia has one of the best, if not the best, civil
admi nistrations in the region."

Asked for his opinion of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,
whom he nmet on Tuesday, Ranpbs-Horta said Dr Mahathir shoul d be conmended
for his visionto build and el evate Malaysia to its current status.

"What has been established in Mal aysia - peace, stability, harmony - is
exceptional. It is acredit to the people of Malaysia and its |eadership,"”



he said.

Ranps- Horta said he finds parallels between Dr Mahathir and two ot her
| eaders, namely Cuban president Fidel Ranps and Sout h Africa's Nel son
Mandel a.

"These three nmen can speak their nmind, it displeases many people
especially in the devel oped worl d, and they cannot do anythi ng about it
anyway. They speak out very strongly in support of the devel opi ng
countries. They have the courage to do it and are admred for that," he
added.

During their three-day visit to Malaysia, GQusmao and Ranbs-Horta al so
met wi th Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, Defence M nister
Dat uk Seri Naji b Razak, and vi sited the Federal Land Devel opnent Authority
(Fel da), the Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority, and t he Econom c
Pl anni ng Unit.

G@usmao had requested Fel da to expl ore prospects of opening up | and
schenes for oil pal mplantations in East Tinor. Accordi ng to Fel da deputy
di rector-general (service) Datin Nursiah Sul ai man, GQusnmao hoped t he
agency' s approach could alleviate poverty among many East Ti norese.

Meanwhi | e, asked for their views on General Wranto's refusal to resign
over alleged war-crines in East Tinor despite being directed to do so by
I ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d, Gusnao sai d East Ti nbr supports
the call for his resignation

Asked about Wahid's promise to pardon Wranto if the latter is found
guilty, Ranps-Horta said that is the President's prerogative but
guesti oned why he pre-enpted the case which has not yet gone to a court or
tribunal .

( END)



	`Asian visit paves way for independence' (NST 10/02/2000)

