18/ 05/ 2000
Siti Zaharah refutes clains over RML. 3m debt

Saj ahan Waheed; Deborah Loh

SEPANG, Wed. - Former VWanita Umo head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man
today refuted clainms by her successor Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz that the
movenent owed RML. 3 million to Putrade Property Management Sdn Bhd
(Putrade).

She al so deni ed that the novenment owed the Mal aysian Agricul ture
Research Institute RML4, 000 for a course conducted two years ago.

"I regret the statements as | have referred the matter to Putrade, which
manages the Putra World Trade Centre and found that they have never nmade
any statement on the issue

"I have handed over the account and a cheque for RWB2,000 to party
treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddin today. W were nerely foll owi ng procedures
and | hope he will hand it over to the new exco."

She was speaking to reporters at the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport
before leaving for a week's holiday to the United States and to visit her
chil dren studying there.

Raf i dah had nmade the all egati ons yesterday after a 45-m nute neeting
with Umo president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Rafi dah had briefed Dr Mahathir on the novement's financial status and
the new line-up of State WAnita heads and deputi es she announced on
Sunday.

Raf i dah had defeated Siti Zaharah for the top post by a 12-vote najority
in the Umo Wanita el ection | ast week. Rafidah was the nmovenent's head
from1984 before losing to Siti Zaharah in 1996.

On the all eged RML4, 000 debt, Siti Zaharah said she had i ssued a cheque
to the novenent's treasurer Azizah Samad on May 9, asking Azizah to settle
the debt.

"The debt has been resol ved. There was a del ay because the anmpunt
all ocated to the novenent by the party secretariat was given late to us.

"In fact, we need not pay as the organising chairman (of the course)
Raj a Ropeaah Raj a Abdul | ah was given the responsibility to | ook for
sponsors to fund the function. She never showed ne the account.”

Siti Zaharah said the novenent's new exco nenbers shoul d not be
hi ghlighting the problens faced by Wanita Umo to the Press as it was an
internal matter

"When | took over in 1996, | never highlighted any problemto the Press.
What they are doing now | ooks as if they have hi dden notives."

She said when she won three years ago, she was given a personal cheque
for RM2,000 by the former secretary Senator Habsah Osnman with a nessage
saying "all the best".

"After we nade noi se about the m ssing account, we were given RML
mllion out of the total RML.8 million fromthe account. | do not know
what happened to the bal ance of RMBOO, 000.

"I have raised this matter on several occasions to the party treasurer
and the suprene council but no action has been taken

"l urge those making the clai magainst me to furnish proof to back the
all egations on the RML.3 million, said to be missing fromthe novenent's
account," she said.

She said if at all there was any debt, it was perhaps those |left by
Raf i dah when she was headi ng the novenent from 1984 to 1996

Raf i dah, when net |ater said she only knew about the debt to Putrade
fromits owner Tan Sri Rashid Hussain.



"I was shocked when inforned by Rashid. It is better if you were to ask
himdirectly," she said.

Rafi dah said this after |eading a del egati on conprising Wanita exco
menbers, State Wanita heads and their deputies who paid a courtesy call on
Dr Mahathir at his office in Putrajaya today.

On the RML4, 000 debt owed to Mardi, Rafidah said she got the information
from Raj a Ropeaah who cl ai med that the noney had yet to be settl ed.

"I was only responding to what the nedi a asked ne about mny di scussion
with Dr Mahathir."

Asked on the meeting with Dr Mahathir today, Rafidah said they had a
very open di scussion on matters relating to the party and the country.

"He had advised us to close ranks and put the party's and country's
agenda first. We did not tal k about her (Siti Zaharah) at all."
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