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Situation improves in east coast, but Kedah still badly affected

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Wiile fine weather inproved the situation in flood-
hit areas in the East Coast, it was not the sane i n Kedah as the nunber of
evacuees fromaffected areas continued to i ncrease.

Mal aysia Airlines al so announced the cancel | ation of eight flights
arriving and departing fromAl or Star schedul ed today and t onorrow due to
flooding at the Sultan Abdul HalimAirport runway foll owi ng I ast night's

downpour .
The Kota Setar and Kubang Pasu districts remain the worst hit with nore
than 3,000 victins still at relief centres.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad expressed satisfaction
wi th nmeasures taken to | ook after the wel fare of flood victins in the
St at e.

"I find the victinms were taken quickly to evacuation centres and
supplied with food and nosquito coils,"” he said after visiting four flood
relief centres in Kubang Pasu.

Describing the situation as serious, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Kubang
Pasu MP, advised those in flood-hit areas to take precauti ons.

In Alor Star, the Kota Setar and Kubang Pasu districts are still badly
hit by floods with 3,121 victins seeking shelter at relief centres.

It was a day of mixed fortunes. Wile hundreds in Padang Terap returned
hone, the number of evacuees in Kota Setar and Kubang Pasu i ncreased.

Until late today, there were 3,436 victins still at relief centres in
the State conpared to 2,872 yesterday.

Wat er supply to some 500, 000 peopl e which was di srupted on Friday, when
two maj or water treatnment plants were fl ooded, resuned today in sone
ar eas.

The departnent is also using 38 lorries to transport water to areas
affected by the problem

I n Padang Terap, which was hit by flash floods, the situation is
i mproving with only 399 people from88 famlies still at relief centres.

A spokesman for the Kota Setar fl ood operations roomsaid 1,846 victins
wer e being housed at 19 relief centres.

"The fl ood waters renmai n stagnant. W hope the situation will inprove
because there has been no rain since yesterday," he said.

I n Kubang Pasu, 1,275 flood victins have been evacuated, conmpared to 691
yest erday afternoon.

In Kota Baru, the situation in flood-hit areas in the State noted an
i mprovenment with fine weather. The main roads were al so passabl e.

Sorre 392 flood victins were still housed at 11 relief centres in two
districts today, conpared with 409 at 18 relief centres yesterday.

A spokesman for the State flood operations roomsaid the victins
returned hone yesterday eveni ng.

In Pasir Mas, 281 flood victins are still taking shelter at seven reli ef
centres, while 110 are still at four centres in Tunpat.

Meanwhi | e, a spokesman for Kel antan Drai nage and Irrigation Departnent's
Hydrol ogy Unit said all seven fl ood assessing points inthe State this
nmor ni ng recorded readi ngs bel owt he danger | evel except at Sungai Gol ok
Rant au Panj ang, which was still above t he danger |evel - at 9.66m

In Kual a Terengganu, with the exception of 277 victinms at seven relief
centres in Besut, all evacuees returned hone as of noon today.

"W are told that only the 277 evacuees, whose houses have been swept by



flood water recently, remain at the centres,” a police spokesnan sai d.

On Thursday, 70 houses in three villages in Hul u Besut were swept away
by strong currents fromthe swol |l en Sungai Besut.

All the main roads in the State are passable to traffic.

Across the Ml aysi a- Thai border, a Singaporean fell to his death in the
flood-hit town of Haadyai.

Described to be the worst floods in the past 15 years, sone 4, 000
Mal aysi ans found t hensel ves trapped when fl oods hit the popul ar hol i day
destinati on.

It is understood that the authorities will carry out a maj or evacuati on
exercise if conditions there do not inprove.
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