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Six may seek M C veep post

Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Six senior MC | eaders are believed to be preparing
to chall enge two i ncunbent party vice-presidents at the party election in
May.

They are planning to take on Deputy Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk G
Pal ani vel and fornmer Negri Senbilan State Exco nenber Datuk M
Mut hupal ani appan who were el ected at the last polls in 1997.

Sources said the third i ncumbent, former Deputy Rural Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk K. Kumaran, may not defend his post.

The chal |l engers are believed to be State Assenbl yman for Lunas Dr Joe
Fernandez, National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nistry parlianmentary
secretary P. Veerasingam M C secretary-general and Subang Jaya MP Tan Sri
K.S. Nijhar, Johor exco nenber Datuk K. S. Bal akri shnan, M C centra
wor ki ng commi ttee nmenber Datuk V. K K. Teagarajan and Si Rusa State
Assenbl yman G Yogavel .

Dr Fernandez, Veerasi ngam Bal akri shnan and Teagaraj an are CWC nenbers
whi | e Yogavel cane out last in the race for the vice-presidency in the
| ast polls.

The two-day general assenbly will be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad on May 27.

Branch-| evel neetings whi ch began yesterday have to be conpl eted before
the end of the month after which divisional nmeetings will be held from
March 12 until the end of next nonth.

Under the party constitution, those interested in contesting nust be
del egat es of the general assenbly.

These del egates who are el ected during division neetings nmust fill up
their nom nation fornms backed by a proposer and five seconders. This has
to be done at party headquarters in May.

So far, only Mithupal ani appan, who was first elected in 1997, has openly
expressed interest in defending his post while Kumaran and Pal ani vel have
been silent on the matter.

The sources said Pal anivel, who received the highest nunber votes in
1997, was nost likely to defend his post while Kunmaran was said to be
consi dering his position.

The sources said while party president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu woul d
nmost |ikely be unchal | enged, there was a chance of deputy president Datuk
S. Subramani am bei ng chal | enged.

"It is rather early to say anything but we cannot rule out the
possibility of a contest for the deputy presidency," a source said,
referring to Subramani am

It is understood that sone within the party are thinking of Pal anivel as
a candi date for the post.

A simlar situation was predicted during the 1997 el ecti on but
Subr amani am went on to defend his position unopposed.
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