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AS we are busy getting on with our lives, in nmedia offices in the Wst and
i n Hong Kong, highly paid strategi sts have long trained their eyes on
Kual a Lunpur, with a particular interest on a verdict to be handed down

t oday.

You don't have to be a |l ecturer on nedia and comuni cations like | to be
abl e to piece together the jigsaw

Their detail ed and thorough pl ans are nost eye-catchi ng and cannot be
easily m ssed.

It started with the Far Eastern Econom ¢ Reviewcarrying areport inits
July 13 i ssue on a conference organi sed by the Anerican intelligence
communi ty.

They were peering into the "Prospects of a Post-Mhathir Ml aysia".

Anong t he speakers were academ cs, econoni sts and forner Anerican
di pl omat s and journalists in Mal aysia, hinting at the "additional" rol es
of these expatri ates.

Their concl usi on: Former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
"wasn't necessarily finished"

On July 28, Asiaweek carried three related itens. In "Tal king Points",
it had a damagi ng "quotation" attributed to Anwar's wife.

Then, it splashed on pages 24 and 25 an article on the upconi ng verdi ct
on Anwar's sodony trial followed by a heavily-slanted piece on the
Mal aysi an police force

The magazi ne said the police force had been criticised for "bei ng heavy-
handed and unresponsi ve".

Finally, in "Looking Back", readers were greeted with a huge bl ack and
white picture of a youthful Anwar after he was decl ared winner of the 1982
Umo Youth contest.

Asi aweek i gnored the fact that the contest was i n Septenber 1982 and
this was a July edition. They were | ooking for inpact.

At the same time Newsweek - that Anerican nagazi ne which rarely bothers
to report on Mal aysia - devoted a columm, "Letter fromPrison to and for
Anwar " .

Si nce Mal aysi ans are nice, gentle people, we didn't hound Newsweek wi th
t he nost pertinent questions: Was the article solicited?

Did Anwar know anything about it? Did the prison authorities know
anyt hing about it?

O, was this piece a followup to the June conference organi sed by the
Anerican intelligence comunity?

| have often wondered whet her the Arerican nediais truly free, as they
have on occasi ons conpromised their integrity.

W wonder about the role of sections of the Anerican nedia vis-a-vis the
functions of the "intelligence community" which is nowgiven to organising
conferences as a mark of their shift to overt operations.

The preference for Anwar i s understandable. The West is confortable with
himas he is conpliant and speaks their |ingo.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, on the contrary, is a strong-willed
| eader of a prosperous Muslimnation and tends to organi se countries of
the South into a working, cohesive unit.

Thisis anirritant for a West bent on bulldosing its will through.

O her | eaders of the South are routinely discredited.
Al berto Fujinori and Robert Mugabe are not very nice people, according



to the Western nedi a.

Froma nai ve point of view, the Wst should be happy with Mal aysia as it
is a stabl e and harnoni ous nati on.

Just read the com ng i ssues of international nmagazi nes. Chances are
Ti me, Newsweek, Asiaweek, Far Eastern Econoni c Revi ew, Asian Val| Street
Journal and possi bly Economi st are Iining up big, full-page coverage on
Anwar's trial.

They may have contacted the various personalities to prepare their
articles.

The |i kes of Dr Chandra Muzaffar, LimKit Siang, Dr Syed Husin Ali and
Ezam Mohd Noor may have al ready gi ven enbargoed i nterviews to these
magazi nes.

If indeed this is true, it is definitely nost revolting. These
publ i cati ons have deci ded what they are goingto wite, aguilty verdict
or ot herwi se.
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