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SMART PARTNERSHI P EVI DENT | N GOVT- UNI ON TI ES | N MALAYSI A

LANGKAW, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia has become a nodel in this
region for the forging of cooperation between the governnent and workers
uni ons through the smart partnership concept, a union centre official said
t oday.

Cuepacs president N Siva Subramani am said the close ties between the
governnent and uni ons had gained the attention of other countries in the
region as it was a unique situation.

"They were somewhat surprised that frequent dial ogues were hel d between
t he government and workers unions," he said when contacted in Kuala Lunpur

Si va sai d Cuepacs, the unbrella body of public sector unions, held
frequent neetings with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and
mnistries to di scuss worker issues.

Apart fromsitting in the National Economic Action Council (NEAC) and
Nati onal Economi c Consul tative Council (NECC), worker representatives are
al so involved in information technol ogy progranmes.

This showed t hat cooperation through the smart partnership concept was
vital in national devel opnent, he said.

"We are proud of this achi evenent as the cooperation established
t hrough smart partnership with the governnent has brought plenty of
benefits to the workers," he said.

Such cooperation was vital as workers played a big role in the
country's devel opnent, he said.

He said the smart partnership concept advocated by the Langkaw
International Di al ogue was applicable in various aspects of cooperation in
the era of gl obalisation. -- BERNANVA
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