11/ 06/ 2000

Sof t bank founder keen on the MSC

MASAYOSHI Son, founder and president of Softbank Corp, has given an
undertaking that he will "do sonething"” in the Miltinmedia Super Corridor.

Thi s undertaki ng was gi ven when he net Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad yest erday. However, no details were i medi ately
avai | abl e.

Son, |abelled as "Japan's hottest entrepreneur" by Forbes nagazi ne, owns
a variety of Internet conpani es and has consi derabl e stakes i n Yahoo,
E* TRADE and E-LOAN. He was al so a nmenber of the | ate Keizo Oouchi's
Conpetiti veness Counci |

Dr Mahat hir encouraged all Japanese conpanies involved in IT to
participate in the MSC and to use it as a "test bed". On Friday, he
i nvited Japanese multinational, Matsushita, to "participate in a big way"
in the MSC

Speaking to the Press after visiting the Toyota Hi gashi Fuji Research
and Devel opnent Centre, 180kmto the west of Tokyo, Dr Mahathir said there
was no other facility simlar to the MSC anywhere.

Asked about the conpetition posed to MSC from other "hybrids", he said
"the hybrids are hybrids".

The 50km by 15kmcorridor is alnost a different country, with different
|l aws, different practices and policies and with all the facilities and
i nfrastructure needed for IT. hers nay have one street or one building
but none so far has been able to set up a corridor of the size of the MSC
and all the advantages that it offers.
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