13/ 06/ 2000
Sol onons asks KL to del ay evacuati on

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE Sol onon | sl ands has requested t hat Mal aysi a del ay t he evacuati on of
its nationals fromthe islands as nost of themare workers and i nvestors
inthe crisis-torn territory, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid
Al bar.

He said the Governnent is prepared to evacuate the 150 Mal aysi ans there
and have seeked cooperation fromthe Defence Mnistry to do so.

"Before we can nmake the final decision, we received a nessage from
Sol onon | sl ands whi ch said that they do not want Mal aysian citizens to
| eave the islands as nost of themare workers and i nvestors there," he
told a press conference in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Nevert hel ess, he said, the Governnment is nonitoring the situation
cl osel y and has enough i nformati on to take the necessary acti on should the
situation in the islands get worse.

Mal aysi a has substantial investnments in the Sol onon | sl ands i ncluding a
recent RMBO million oil pal mproject by Kunpul an Enas Bhd.

The Sol onon | sl ands, about 1, 600kmnorth east of Australia, is currently
under ethnic tension with two groups fromthe islands of Malaita and
Guadal canal struggling for dom nance

Meanwhi | e, Syed Hanmi d said t he Governnent does not support any
individual initiatives to rel ease the 21-hostages held by the Abu Sayyaf
group in Jolo, Philippines.

"I'f there are news reports saying that we are behind such initiatives by
Mal aysi ans or other individuals, | would like to categorically state that
this is not right," he said.

Syed Hami d said he plans to use his two-day working visit to the
Phi i ppi nes begi nni ng thi s Wednesday, to seek the | atest devel opnment on
t he hostage situation.

He sai d al though Mal aysia is informed of the situation in Jolo, a lot of
"conflicting stories" have been coni ng out.

"There is alot of anbiguity. It seems so many parties are invol ved and
we are concerned (about this)," he said.

Syed Hamid i s schedul ed to neet Philippine Presi dent Joseph Estrada,
Forei gn Secretary Domi ngo Siazon and Def ence Secretary Ol ando Mercado
during his visit.

"My visit will enable ne to have a better feel of what i s happeni ng and
the progress done. It will also hope to reiterate that the whol e
settlenent of this issue shoul d be done peacefully, and that the safety
and |ives of the hostages shoul d be our prine consideration,” he said.

On whet her the death of Syrian President Hafez al -Assad will disrupt the
M ddl e East peace tal ks, Syed Ham d said he i s confident that the
country's new | eadership will continue the negotiations with a positive
attitude.

"Cenerally, all |eaders in that region want peace. It is nore inportant
to find the acceptable conditions that can lead to it," he said.

Asked to comment on Chechan President Aslan Maskhadov's reported request
that Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad act as the "mi ddl eman”
to nedi ate a settlenent to the ongoing conflict between Russia and
Chechnya, Syed Hamid said the issueis aninternal matter, and Russia
shoul d be abl e to sol ve the probl ens through peaceful means.

( END)



	Solomons asks KL to delay evacuation (NST 13/06/2000)

