23/ 05/ 2000
Sot hi nat han i s Barisan Nasional candi date for Tel uk Kenmang seat

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - S. Sot hinathan, the political secretary to Wrks

M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu, was today chosen as the Barisan

Nasi onal candi date for the Tel uk Kemang parlianmentary by-el ection on June
10.

The by-election is expected to be a straight fight between the BN, which
i s defending the seat, and the opposition front which calls itself Barisan
Alternatif.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad announced the BN candi date
this afternoon.

The opposition front, in a faxed statenent today, announced Rusl an
Kassim the Parti Keadilan Nasional information chief, as its candi date.

However, there may be a third candidate - fromParty Rakyat |nsan
Mal aysia, the splinter group of Keadilan. The party's pro-tem secretary
general P. Ut hayakumar had earlier announced he woul d contest the seat
under the party banner or as an independent, if it failed to be registered
by then.

The opposition front's faxed statenent was signed jointly by Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Mhd Noor, Keadilan president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan |smail, DAP secretary-general Kerk Kim Hock and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysi a president Dr Syed Husin Ali

Sot hi nat han, 40, is a double degree holder with a Busi ness Econonics
degree fromUniversiti Ml aya and an external Law degree.

He worked with the Koperasi Pekerja Jaya for 14 years from 1985-1998
before he was appointed political secretary to Sany Vellu in April |ast
year.

Hailing from Port Di ckson, Sothinathan, is married to Mageswari and they
have three children aged between five and ei ght.

When tol d about the opposition candidate, Sothinathan said it did not
matt er who t he opposition candi date was.

"Whoever it is | have to face him Only thing is that we have to work
hard on our canpai gning. Qur election nachinery has already started work,"
he sai d.

The Tel uk Kemang parlianmentary seat fell vacant follow ng the death of
MP S. A, Anpal agan on April 28. The | ate Anpal agan was al so the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Health Mnistry. The Tel uk Kemang
constituency has five State constituencies - Linggi, Pasir Panjang,
Chenbong, Lukut and Si Rusa.

The seat was recaptured by BN fromthe DAP in 1974 and it had held on to
it since. Anpal agan def eated Keadil an candi date, N. Gobal akri shnan, who
stood on a DAP ticket by a majority of 9,942 votes, when he polled 27,112
vot es.

Nom nation for the by-election is on May 30 and polling will be held on
June 10. There are 66,646 regi stered voters, including 5, 005 postal
voters.

Mal ays formthe majority of voters, particularly in Chenbong, with 74.26
per cent, Linggi (61.32 per cent) and Pasir Panjang (73.06 per cent).

The el ectorate consists of 30,262 Ml ays (45.44 per cent), 22,144
Chi nese (33.23 per cent), 13,755 Indians (20.64) and 465 (0.70) other
races.

The Negri Senbilan State BN scored a historic 100 per cent win in the
1999 general el ection.
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