01/ 02/ 2000

Special invitation for PMfrom Cuba's Castro to G/7 Havana sunmit in Apri

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Cuban president Fidel Castro has sent a speci al
invitation to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to attend this year's G oup
of 77 devel oping nations sumit meeting in Havana on April 11-14.

The invitation was submtted to Foreign M nister Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar
t hrough Castro's special envoy M guel Angel Ramirez Ranps at Wsnma Putra
t hi s norni ng.

Syed Hanmid told reporters later that Ranps' visit was "to invite our
Prime Mnister for the G/77 summt, which is the first for this m !l eniunt

The sunmit will discuss matters |like globalisation and its inpact on the
Sout h- Sout h countri es.

"As we know, gl obalisation is unstoppable and we nust ensure during the
summt to have input fromdevel oping countries so that gl obalisation wll
not be a di sadvantage to Sout h-South countries.

"The other major topic of discussion will be South-South co-operation
and the special envoy stressed to ne the inportance of the presence of Dr
Mahat hir since he is a strong advocate of South-South co-operation," Syed
Ham d sai d.

He added that North-South relations would be anot her topic for
di scussi on.

Syed Hami d said the summit was al so i ntended as a preparatory di scussion
to enabl e devel opi ng countries to play a nore neani ngful role when the
United Nations convenes its special assenbly on the nmillenniumin New York
i n Sept enber.

On his recent visit to Oran, Egypt and Al geria, he said he net severa
key figures during his visit fromJan 21-29.

"I met President Hosni Mubarak and other top officials in Cairo and we
decided to reactivate the Ml aysi a- EQypt Joi nt Comm ssion forned in 1977.

"Thi s was deci ded because both Ml aysia and Egypt intend to stregthen
bilateral relations particularly in trade, investnment and tourism" said
Syed Hanmi d.

He added that while in Cairo, he met Ml aysian students to brief themon
the | atest devel opnments in Ml aysi a.

"It is inmportant to brief students abroad on major decisions made by the
Governnent so that they do not have any m sconcepti ons.

"I believe that other mnisters should also try to have di al ogues with
students when they attend functions abroad," said Syed Hami d.

On his trip to Algeria, Syed Ham d said that Ml aysia would | ook at the
possi bility of opening an enbassy in Al giers.

"I nmet a few Algerian nministers and they are interested to know how
Mal aysi a has devel oped over the years.
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