25/ 08/ 2000
SRAM sti |l banki ng on Pusan gol ds

K. M Boopat hy
SQUASH is certain to be excluded fromthe 2002 Asian Ganes in Pusan, South
Korea but the SRA of Ml aysia are not giving up hope.

Mal aysia could m ss out on a possible two-gold haul if squash is omtted
as Asi an chanpi ons Ong Beng Hee and Ni col David would have started as
favourites.

SRAM executive director Kol (Rtd) Wong Ah Jit said Asian Squash
Federati on (ASF) president Mokhzani Mahathir had witten to A ynpic
Counci| of Asia president Shei kh Ahmad Al - Fahad to enlist his support for
t he sport.

The | etter was handed to Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein, who
was in the Mddle East last nonth to | obby for support for Kuala Lunpur's
bid to host the 2006 Asian Ganes.

It is learnt that Sheikh Ahrmad is in favour of squash being included in
t he Pusan Ganes but nuch will depend on the South Korean O ynpi c Council
who wi |l have sone say as hosts.

So far, nore than 11 nations - Ml aysi a, Pakistan, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thai l and, India, Sri Lanka, Japan, Kuwait, Jordan and Macau - have given
the nod while several other countries are expected to join the |ist.

Mokhzani will nmeet with the Korean A ynpic Conmittee in Seoul on Sept
27.

The Korean SRA will al so be organising the Korean Squash Open on Aug 27-
29 in a bid to convince their Aynpic council while the top Asian squash
nations woul d be sending their top players.

However, Malaysia will only be sending Yap Kok Four and Aaron Soyza for
the nen's event while Sharon Wee and Tricia Chuah will conpete in the
wonen' s.

Ong will not be available as he will be conpeting in the Hong Kong Open
whi ch cl ashes with the Korean Open.

Kenneth Low is out with an ankle injury while Ni col has opted out to
concentrate on her SPM exani nati ons.

"It is time for us to show our support for the tournanent and hopeful |y,
the organi sers of the Asian Ganes will be inpressed. It will be a big |oss
for Malaysia as we will definitely | ose out on nedals.”

Squash nade its debut at the Bangkok Asian Ganes two years ago, where
Ni col won the individual gold while Low | anded the bronze.

Besi des, the individual golds fromOng and Nicol, Ml aysia could al so
clinch the nen's and wonen's teamgolds if the Koreans change their ninds
and i ncl ude squash at the Asian Games.
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