22/ 11/ 2000
“Assess i npact of highland project’

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Wrld Wde Fund for Nature has called on the
Government to assess the environnmental and safety aspects of resorts,
condomi ni uns, roads and townshi ps | ocated in certain highland areas.

WAF di rector of Forests For Water (Water for Life) Progranme, Dr
Rarmadasan Kri shnan, said devel opnent in the hi ghl ands pose a seri ous
threat to the fragile eco-system

The unsust ai nabl e devel opnent in several areas, he said, were show ng
signs of soil destabilation and if not taken seriously, could leadto
natural disasters.

"Alot had been said and done regardi ng t he haphazard devel opnent in
several highland areas."

But the bottomline, he said, is that there should be nore stringent
enf orcenent .

The WAF has called for a review of the objectives of devel opnent and t he
envi ronment al and safety aspects of several projects.

The |l atest incident affecting safety was i n Tanah Rata | ast Sat urday
where a worker was buried alive and four others escaped with m nor
injuries when a retaining wall being built at a hillslope gave way
foll owi ng a downpour.

"The aut horities should consi der introducing a process of certification
of projects to ensure credibility and accountability."

He added t hey shoul d al so take into account all social, physical
econom ¢ and envi ronment al aspects.

He said al nost five per cent of the greenlands in Canmeron H ghl ands had
been cl eared for devel opnent and t he poi nt when t he whol e eco-system
col | apses may occur sooner than expected.

The hi ghl and eco-systens, he said, plays an inportant part in water
supply, as the acute 1998 water shortage crisis showed.

H ghl and forests function as naj or wat er catchnent areas, providing
conti nuous supply of water for donestic, agricultural and other needs in
the | ow ands.

More than 90 per cent of Malaysia's freshwater resources originate from
t hese densely covered forests in el evat ed areas.

Ramadasan said the conposition of the Special Conmittee on highland
devel oprment shoul d al so have representati on fromNon- Gover nnent a
Organi sations and nmenbers of the public.

"This will ensure that all decisions taken by the comrttee were i n good
faith with the public's interest at heart," he added.

The conmittee, headed by Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster
Dat uk Law H eng Di ng, was set up at the request of Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad.

Dr Mahat hir was concerned after anal ysis of satellite data showed that
forest cover in Canmeron Hi ghl ands had decli ned about two per cent between
1991 and this year
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