23/ 11/ 2000
Start-ups | ack knowl edge on Intellectual Property Rights

Zai di |sham | smail

ASPI RI NG cyberpreneurs or entrepreneurs can be rest assured that their
busi ness plans or inventions are secured and protected under Ml aysia's
Intell ectual Property Rights (IPS).

Any idea or invention can be patented as |ong as they neet two basic
requi rements; that the idea or invention is new and has not been di scl osed
to the public and is applicable, Raslan Loong Consultants' senior
intellectual property and technol ogy contract consultant, M David Len
sai d.

"Al'l you have to do is appoint an agent, fill fornms and regi ster your
i dea or invention at the Register of Patents under the purview of Donestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnistry and your rights are exercised.

"However, registration of a business idea cannot be protected until they
are in a mterial form" he said in Kuala Lunpur.

Len was one of the speakers at a Venture 2001 roundtabl e di scussion on
how to safeguard intellectual property.

The roundtabl e was al so attended by Ml aysi an Exchange of Securities
Deal i ng and Aut omat ed Quotati on (Mesdaq) executive chairman, Enci k Khairi
Anuar Abdul | ah; MKi nsey and Co Mal aysi a's associ ate principal, Dr Nikolai
Dobberstein; Intel Electronics (M Sdn Bhd regional incubator manager, Gk
Yohani Yusof and Bl V&l den International executive vice president, M Chok
Kwee Bee.

Venture 2001 is Mal aysia's business plan conpetition designed to help
aspiring Ml aysi an cyberpreneurs to create real high-tech start-ups in the
field of informati on technology (1 T) which was devel oped with the vision
of maki ng Mal aysia Incorporated a reality.

It is organised by Mesdaq, MKinsey and Co and the Mal aysian Institute
of Managenent.

To date, 214 participants have registered for the conpetition. The
closing date is on Decenmber 22.

"W will have a full list of the participants' background and their
busi ness ideas within two weeks," Dobberstein said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is the patron of Venture
2001 whi ch was | aunched earlier this nonth.

According to Len, any invention can be patented except for two itens:
medi cal treatment for humans and bi o-technol ogy process.

"There are five different categories under the IPS, namely, the patent,
copyright, trademark, trade secrets and industrial design.”

Mal aysia i s a nmenber country of the Paris Convention which requires that
every application filed be given the sane treatment and | evel of
protection in any nmenber countri es.

However, Mal aysian conpanies still lack in awareness in patenting their
intellectual property rights.

"Foreign registrations currently outnunber |ocal registrations,

i ndi cating that Mal aysi an conmpani es don't even patent or register their
trademark. "

"No doubt, it is sonmething tangible but your rights exist on the day of
creation and any infringenents of your rights are only actionable if you
are registered," Len said.

Len also said that there is a | ong backl og, of between three and five
years, in getting patents registered; an issue that nust be seriously
addr essed.



However, at the end of the day what is nost inportant is the
i npl ementation of the idea, rather than worrying so much on rights
i nfringement.
"Concentrate on devel oping the idea further; get a teamand fundi ng at
Internet speed and stress on the execution of a business idea,"” he added.
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