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States can do well to enulate Johor's success in agriculture

Ravi Nanbi ar

JOHOR has done it again. This time in the agricultural sector. Having
carved a niche as one of the best managed, progressive and industrialised
States with outstanding infrastructure projects, Johor is now fast
energi ng as the nation's nunber one food producer

The figures are inpressive.

Johor is the top producer of vegetables and fruits with exports
totalling RMI93.3 million in 1998. This year, exports are poised to rise
by six per cent for vegetables and 1.5 per cent for fruits.

As for comodities, Johor also has the | argest acreage under oil palm
with 600,000 hectares, with crude palmoil production of 1.8 nmillion
tonnes per annum representing 24 per cent of the national output.

State agenci es such as the Johor Corporation, Johor I|slanic Economc
Devel opnent Cor porati on, Johor Education Foundati on and Johor Farners
Organisation jointly also own an additional 11,260ha of oil palmland in
I ndonesi a.

Johor has taken a leading role in the creation of exclusive food
producti on zones, with sonme 97, 200ha under active cultivation, with
exports totalling RVb.7 billion in 1998. Since 1996, another 13, 365ha of
| and earmarked for this purpose were alienated to various groups keen on
| ar ge- scal e food production

They i nclude 60,000 farnmers under 28 district farnmers' organi sations
(2,835ha), vegetabl es growers' associations (2,025ha), State Governnent
agenci es such as Pernodal an Darul Takzi mand Johor Educati on Foundati on
and private conpani es. Johor has al so organi sed farners' and agricul ture-
based groups into successful co-operatives, which now own sone 12, 150ha of
oi | pal mand other crops.

The State has al so nade i npressive forays into crop diversification.

Pi neappl es are just one of them Johor is nowthe country's |argest
producer with exciting new nmarket prospects with the introduction of new
cl ones such as " Josapi ne'.

Bananas, especially "pisang nontel' and nore recently, the new " pisang
emas' variety called “cinta manis' are al so maki ng waves i n Europe and
ot her markets.

Mai ze grain (as animal feed) isalso big business, with a 810ha farm by
Leong Hup Hol di ngs Bhd near Mersing engaged exclusively inits
cultivation.

Johor also plans to exploit the potential for commercial padi farm ng
with YPJ Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd (a State-owned conpany) investing in a 4, 050ha
project in Labong, Mersing.

Spi ces are another exciting new venture. A 891ha pilot project in Pagoh,
Muar, had yielded positive results and the State Governnent plans to
expand this to Batu Pahat with the openi ng of another 121.5ha.

As for animal husbandry, Johor has al so nmade inpressive inroads. This
i ncludes not just the commercial production of dairy mlk, but also goat's
m |k and ostrich neat for niche markets both locally and abroad. The State
is also going big with integrated farm ng by encouraging oil pal mestate
owners to rear cattle in their plantations to boost beef exports.

O her newinitiatives include the comrerci al devel opnment of forest
pl antations for tinber, orchids, tea, aquaculture and aquariumfish for
export - all of which hold tremendous export potential.

Agro-tourismis yet another top itemon the Johor Governnent's agenda,



with 27 locations identified for this purpose to date. Sone 85, 000
tourists are expected to patronise themthis year

Plans are also afoot to develop Air Htam |ocated smack in the centre
of Johor, into a major agriculture produce distribution and food
processi ng base.

Simlarly, Miar has al so been earmarked as a base for furniture
i ndustries with eight areas, including Pagoh, Sri Menanti and Tangkak, set
to become the hub of furniture manufacturing.

Wth all these and nore, Johor is positioning itself as not only the
country's | eading producer of food but also as a nodel for the devel opnent
of agriculture.

Smal | wonder than that Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mohd Ef fendi Norwaw
announced in Johor Baru | ast Thursday that Johor had been chosen for the
| aunch of the country's first nodernisation of agriculture pilot project.

Descri bing the project as "an exciting new begi nning" in the devel opnent
of agriculture in Ml aysia, he said Johor was chosen because of its
i nnovati ve and proactive agricul ture programes.

The noderni sation programre will be based on a masterplan to be drawn up
by experts fromthe Royal Agriculture College in the United Kingdom |t
will be launched this year and will take three years to be fully
devel oped.

The brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, the
programre is an integrated plan designed to increase all-round food
production. It involves not only smart farni ng and nmechani sati on but al so
the application of high-technol ogy to boost production and woo i nvestnents
into |l arge-scal e comercial farning

Johor, as Effendi remarked, is fast becom ng a nodel for other States
for its agriculture policy.
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