30/ 11/ 2000
Step up the enphasis on English | anguage

CPL

THE nmessage fromthe Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i s very
clear, that is we nust inprove our standard of English in order to keep up
with the rest of the world. This in no way is unnationalistic or giving
Bahasa Mal aysi a | ess i nportance.

I was educated in a English-nmedi umschool where Bahasa Ml aysi a was
bei ng taught as a subject and all we ever wanted to do was to pass this
subject in the Malaysia Certificate of Education (MCE) exam nation as it
was conpul sory.

Wil e at work, | was fortunate enough to work i n an environnent that
uses bot h Bahasa Mal aysi a and Engli sh and that hel ped nme to i nprove ny
Bahasa Mal aysi a. The present situation is nowthe reverse with English as
a subj ect.

| woul d suggest that the educati on systembe restructured to have nore
subj ects taught in English so that students woul d be "forced" to use nore
Engli sh.

This can start at Standard One with the subjects |ike Science and
Mat hermat i cs. The students woul d then have a strong foundation in English
to prepare themfor technical subjects at tertiary |evel

The current systemputs a good najority of students fromnational-type
primary school s at a di sadvantage. They are taught in Mandarin or Tanmi |
wi t h Bahasa Mal aysi a as a | anguage subj ect.

When they reach the secondary-1evel, they have to switch to Bahasa
Mal aysia. This results in many national -type school students being weak in
Bahasa Ml aysi a. The systemcoul d be changed to have equal enphasis on
Bahasa Mal aysi a, English and Mandarin/ Tam | .

This is going to be very difficult to be accepted but let's put aside
all political and cultural differences. Look at the advantage of the
students being strong in at |east three | anguages. | amsure the national -
type schools will not |ose their character by doing this.
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