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St op breedi ng corruption now

CORRUPTI ON i s an i nsi di ous and i nfecti ous di sease which, | eft unchecked,
wi Il weaken the noral fabric of the people, resultingultinmately in a
decadent society. The dire consequence of such an evil needs rem ndi ng

al though it may sound fanmiliar to many as we have been tol d about it often
enough.

The Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, has again sent a
strong nessage on the evils of corruption and the consequences to the
peopl e and country if it is not stopped. In his speech at the openi ng of
t he one-day Ummo speci al general assenbly | ast Saturday, he made an
i mpassi oned appeal to Umo nenbers toreject all forms of corruption and
expose those who of fer bribes. I n urging Umo nmenbers to reject noney
politics, Dr Mahathir warned that corruptionis acrinme that wll
certainly destroy the society which practisesit. It i s saddeni ng that
despite repeated appeals - and warnings - by the country's | eaders, the
i nci dence of corruption renains a major problem It is inperative, as the
Prime M nister has again rem nded us, that we put a stop to corruption
before it becones a part of our culture. If nothing is done, and done
fast, we may just end up legitimsing noney politics. It will be a sad day
i ndeed i f noney can buy office and a nonetary value is put on a nan's
vote.

To elinmnate this scourge, several governnment departnents have been
gal vani sed into action fol |l owi ng repeated conplaints fromthe public. The
Road Transport Departnent recently cane down hard on those involved in the
driving licences for sale racket. The police have made renewed attenpts to
stanp out corruption anmong its ranks. The ACAis seen to be nore active in
its anti-corruption drive and has wi dened its fight to cover corrupt
practices inthe private sector as well. The ACAis right in targeting
both the giver and the recei ver of bribes because both are equally guilty
i n perpetuating corruption. Agift for a snmall favour may seemharni ess.
But, as it so often happens, this is the beginning: the seed of corruption
is planted. The bri bes becone bi gger and nore wi despread, and the |ine
between right and wong is eventually blurred. Mral values will be
submerged in the greed for noney and favours. |If anything can be bought
for apriceand if those in power or authority find nothing norally w ong
i n doi ng sonet hi ng agai nst their conscience if the priceis right, then
they have forfeited the noral right to exercise that power or authority.
The people will gradually | ose their confidence and respect for those in
power and once this is lost, it is very difficult to win themback

Great enpires and civilisations have fallen not only as a result of
attacks fromexternal forces but al so because of the unseen eneny of
corruptionintheir mdst. Abig el ephant may not be abl e to knock down a
tree but the tiny termtes can, given enough time. The Ronman Enpire built
magni fi ci ent buil di ngs and i nposed a uni formadni ni strative and | egal
system But then | avish |living and ranpant corrupti on seeped i nto Roman
soci ety and sapped its strength just when its enemni es were knocking at the
door. Foreign aggression hel ped bring down the Ching dynasty i n Chi na but
foreign forces woul d not have so easily defeated the Chinese if the
i mperial court and the bureaucracy itself was not greatly weakened by
massi ve corruption in which governnent positions could be had for a price.
These are gl aring | essons of history which the corrupt of today should
| earn before society pays dearly for their greed.
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