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St op panpering our athl etes now

Azm Atan

THE 2000 A ynpiad in Sydney is into the halfway mark and it's not
surprising to see Mal aysia performng rather disappointingly, like in past
d ynpi ads.

The difference between the Sydney Ganes and the 1996 A ynpics in Atl anta
is the fact that at |east we got a silver for badnm nton then. Qur failure
to garner any nedal in badm nton proves that we are indeed | osing our grip
on worl d badmi nton

See what happens to teans |i ke Dennark and Britain which are catching up
on us, particularly in the wonen's singles, wonen's doubl es and m xed
doubl es. The nen's and wonen's singles and doubl es now seemfirmy in the
hands of the Chinese and Koreans.

The story is not much different in swi mmng, diving, shooting and
athletics. Wiile we should feel encouraged by the determ nation of our
athletes to give their best in their respective events, | feel that if we
are serious in wanting to host the 2006 Asian Ganes, we should do
sonet hi ng about this.

The fact that sone national records have been bettered in Sydney proves
that indeed, if our athletes really want to do it, there's no stopping
them However, it is sad that sone athletes can't even natch their best
national record in Sydney. | guess Ml aysi ans back hone will not be so
bitter even if they failed but matched their national records.

Unfortunately, our contingent fared mi serably, for reasons only known to
thensel ves. | have to admit, men's hockey at | east gave us sone reason to
be happy and proud, despite their inability to really nmake the mark.

Perhaps in years to cone and if exposed nore to international friendlies
and tournaments, they will be better players.

The only thing I wish to point out is our tidak apa attitude when our
athletes fail to shine. Indeed, there is not nmuch that we can do when they
| ose. W have to accept that, but giving |lanme reasons like, "the Aynpics
is merely an exposure for our athletes"” or "It's a training platformfor
our athletes, to give theman opportunity to conpete with worl d-cl ass
athl etes” are a bit too nuch

First, this talk of exposure has been said since a long tine ago. |
think, if we mention about exposure, say 10 years ago, by now we shoul d
have | east been able to get sonething.

The governnent, through the Youth and Sports Mnistry and the Nationa
Sports Council has spent an enornous anount of noney and energy to nmake
our athletes better.

No doubt, the Bukit Jalil Sports School has to sone extent produced
quality athletes and potential nedal w nners.

But until we reap the benefits of that, we have to ask oursel ves, what
about now?

W are still paying exorbitantly for training, conpeting at overseas
| evel and so on. Certainly we deserve somnething than what the athletes are
giving the country at present.

In the spirit of "Ml aysia Boleh", | think there is nothing inpossible
as far as sports is concerned. Qur Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has gi ven his utnopst support to this.

The | ate Mokhtar Dahari, Dr M Jegathesan, Muntaz Jaafar, Marina Chin
I shtiag Mubarag - they all have proved that indeed we can. Wiy now, with
the better training facilities, nore noney allocated to sports and | arger



nunber of foreign coaches around, are we still not able to do it?

Is it the tidak apa attitude? Is it because our athletes are so
panpered? O we Ml aysians are sinply "physically smaller” than the nore-
prepared European or Anmerican athletes?

Just to nmake a point, look at Ethiopia, one of the poorest nations in
the worl d.

Look at their athletes, |like Haile Gebrsel assi e and conpany. They are
the world's best. Tell ne that they have better training facilities or
nmore noney al |l ocated by their government.

One bad habit is that we Ml aysians |ike to confort ourselves and give
excuses when our athletes fail. W sonetines justify why our athletes
fail, wi thout giving an accurate picture of the whole scenario.

Wil e we have to accept that others are better and participating is nore
i nportant than wi nning, we nust also see in the mirror, adnit our
m st akes, say that we are not good enough, certain training programes are
i neffective and accept that our contingent is nerely holidaying in
Australia.

We nust stop this culture if we want to excel. Think about the reality
here because we have been conforting and justifying too nuch.
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