29/ 01/ 2000

Stop the runours

SOME say it as it is. Sone who pick it up and relate it to others Iove to
enbellish it for want of sonething interesting. If it is unverified
information, or worse, alie, there is a tendency for people to believe it
if it is repeated often enough.

If runour-nongering is neant to scare, it sometines achieves its intent
especially anong the gullible and faint-hearted. The problemis, people
have a tendency to fall for runoburs on the prem se that there is no snoke
without fire. But what is the fire that produced the snoke in the first

pl ace?
The runour a few days ago that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had fallen
of f a horse while vacationing in Argentina and that he was ill was

dism ssed by the Prine Mnister hinself. WlI|l aware of the runours in
Mal aysi a, he said these were lies spread by people with "evil nobtives" to
sabot age and nake the country suffer econonically.

The runour affected the Kuala Lunpur stock nmarket that afternoon,
causi ng pani c anong sonme mar ket players who dunped their shares. Not that
this is the first tine the market gets the jitters on hearsay.

Tradi ng runmoburs seens to be a pastine to sone people. Wth gullible
citizens who thrive on swallow ng any information that comes their way, it
i's no wonder how fast such news spreads.

Cl ose on the heels of such general talk is the poison-pen letter which
smacks of an intent to hurt with its scrawl ed or expertly printed tirade
Whet her these letters or rumours are witten or spread because of greed,
envy or sheer nastiness is anybody's guess since the nomde plune is used.
These are tools for enbittered ones to tittle-tattle, create rifts anong
peopl e or tarnish the character of certain individuals.

If it is the season for politicking, cowards and those who fear
victimsation run for cover under poison-pen letters, using the witten
word like a stiletto to the hilt. It is an art really, turning seem ngly
harm ess trivia into scandal ous runour.

And t he use of pseudonyns allow the pusillanimus to vilify whoever they
want and sow seeds of discord. Access to the Internet and fax facilities
enabl es runours to reverberate across these channels of information
qui ckly and wi dely, causi ng unnecessary panic.

More often than not, such information is unsubstantiated and shoul d
rightly belong to the trash can. As the sender's or witer's nane is often
|l eft out, no investigation can be carried out and no action taken as there
are no grounds or evidence.

If there is any elenent of truth to the accusations and vilification, a
certain pattern can perhaps be discerned if simlar news is sent by
di fferent people. These remmi n basel ess all egati ons as | ong as they cannot
be proven and the sender or writer cannot be identified.

The Internet is a wonderful thing and is going to be the channel of
conmuni cation and nore. It is already maki ng our work and our |ives
easier. It transcends borders and therefore will help bring the various
communities closer, thereby realising the dreans of many of turning the
i nternational comunity into a gl obal village.

Spreadi ng malicious runours through the worl dwi de Web i s sonet hi ng
reprehensi bl e and should be reviled as it underm nes the very basis for
whi ch the Internet has been conceived and all owed to devel op. Stern
action, therefore, should be taken against the liars. The vicious runour-



nmongeri ng nust stop.
( END)
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