07/ 12/ 2000

“Stop turning Suhakaminto a punchi ng bag'

THE Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Commi ssion and its head Tan Sri Musa Hitam
recei ved support fromtwo MPs who rem nded everyone t hat the body was
established by Parlianent itself.

"We created it and yet we are the one criticising it," said Datuk
Ruhani e Ahmad when debating t he 2001 al | ocations for the Foreign M nistry.

He sai d whenever the conm ssion speaks out, it invited criticismns.

"When the Opposition is not satisfied, they run down Suhakam when the
Government i s unhappy, it criticises Suhakam Don't turn the comm ssion
into a punching bag," he said.

Ruhani e sai d he def ended Misa not because he was once his boss but
because Mal aysi ans had to change their m nd-set about human rights issues
and not to nodel themal ong the standards of the West.

Ker k Ki m Hock ( DAP-Kota Mel aka) agreed that there was no point setting
up Suhakamif the old mind-set about human rights were not changed.

But he pointed out it was Barisan Nasional |eaders who often criticised
Suhakam and Musa.

On anot her matter, Kerk asked Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar to provi de proof supporting arecent statenent by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad t hat the Qpposition was receiving foreign
support.

Describing the clai mas serious, he said the identity of the countries
and Qpposition parties shoul d be made known.

He urged the Government to establish aroyal comrission to investigate
the matter.

(END)
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