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St oppi ng hi ghl ands damege

BUI LDI NG sonmething is difficult but destroying it is easy. It takes many
years of evolution for Mother Nature to nurture into shape a hill with al
its beautiful attractions but all it takes is just a fewyears and man's
avarice to destroy its beauty.

Caneron Hi ghl ands has been for years a getaway for famlies to enjoy its
cool air and natural beauty. But the extent of forest clearing in the
regi on has reached such al arm ng proportions that the Cabi net has deci ded
to revi ew new devel oprment projects there pending a study to be undertaken
by a comm ttee on Mal aysia's sensitive highland areas.

The indi scrimnate | and cl earing at Caneron H ghl ands is not new as it
has been highlighted in the nedia and conpl ai nts had been rai sed by
envi ronnental groups as well as individuals over the dire consequences of
such clearing in the past.

In fact, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad hi nsel f had
previ ously expressed his concern over the adverse ecol ogi cal damage
arising fromland clearing in the country's highl ands.

Despi te such expressi ons of concern fromdiverse quarters, the forest
cl eari ng of highlands has conti nued unabated. This is partly because of
the greed of devel opers and the possibl e connivance or inability of the
state authorities - which have control of [and and natural resources - to
curb ill-planned resort and tourismdevel opnent, illegal farm ng and
| oggi ng.

Inprinciple, it is good to pronote the country's highlands to tourists,
whet her donestic or foreign, but we should not sacrifice the ecol ogica
wel | being of the highlands in the pursuit of the tourist ringgit.

A person may be able to afford an expensi ve bungal ow on a hill sl ope and
admire the viewfromthere but the question is whether the present and
future generations should pay the price of the environmental damage.

Farnmers who are desperate for land to plant crops to boost their
agricultural output couldelicit some synpathy but their illegal forest
cl earing cannot be condoned because of the eventual environmental damage
tothe hills which couldultimately affect their farm ng activities as a
result of soil erosion.

If theillegal and indiscrimnate forest clearing has been goi ng on
partly because of |ack of enforcenent, then the agencies involved shoul d
be told to buck up and do what is necessary.

The Cabi net decisionis tinmely because we should not wait for major
di sasters to occur and many lives | ost and a hue and cry made before
something drastic i s done to curb the degradati on of hi ghl ands.

It is wiser that action be taken nowto prevent any nore ecol ogi ca
damage to the country's hi ghlands t han for accusati ons of neglect to be
hurl ed agai nst the Governnent | ater when somnet hi ng unt oward happens

The al armbel | s have been set ringing by satellite data which showed
that the forest coverage of Cameron Hi ghl ands had fallen by two per cent,
from54,597 hectares in 1991 to 53, 484 hectares i n 2000. The data al so
i ndi cated that 22 per cent of Canmeron Hi ghl ands was devel oped for
tenperate agricultural activities and about 312 hectares or two per cent
of the | and devel oped were on sl opes of nore than 25 degrees.

Not only this, as another problemhas energed. Forest clearing is
chiefly responsible for silt deposition which affects electrical power
generation in Caneron H ghl ands and costly, too, because it will require



RML8 million yearly to renpve the silt at the Sultan Abu Bakar Damin
Ri ngl et. The tenperature, too, has been affected, with a recorded i ncrease
of 0.7 degrees Cel sius every 100 years.
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