19/ 10/ 2000

St oppi ng MP absent eei sm

MEMBERS of t he Dewan Rakyat are honourabl e peopl e and we cal |l them Yang
Ber hormat or YB. They are our | awrakers and they deci de on the path the
country shoul d take and t hey deci de on the policies according to which we
nmust play our small roles in this nation.

Thus they are expected to be responsi bl e persons and t hey are expected
to di scharge their duties and responsibilities with sincerity and honesty.
Their voters, if they still renenber them expect nothing | ess of them
They, therefore, nmust remenber the proni ses t hey made when appealing to
the people to elect them

They showed their good side then and prom sed, anong other things, to
work hard for their constituencies. And that was only at the end of |ast
year.

But it seens many have forgotten the prom ses they made. It nmust seemto
themlike a distant past. Surely the | east that is expected of themis for
themto warmtheir seats whenever the Dewan Rakyat is in session

Surely that is where they are expected to be to debate, to air their
views and to represent the voters who put themthere. Maybe they are
el sewhere doi ng the sane thing. Such that the Governnent pews are so enpty
t hat echoes abound. But isn't the Dewan Rakyat the right place for debates
on national natters?

The situation nust have been so bad for Prinme M nister and BN chai r man
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to tick themoff hinself for their absence.

What is worse is that this is not the first time that the issue of
absent ee MPs has been brought up as the sanme probl emwas raised a few
years ago but obviously sone of the MPs are not paying attention to what
i s expected of themin attending Parlianmentary sittings.

The Prime Mnister isrightfully concerned with the state of affairs
because it is detrinental to the snooth functioning of parlianentary
denocracy if MPs are frequently absent fromparlianentary sittings and
what is nore disturbing is that the people's respect for their el ected
representatives could erode over time if the absenteei smpersists and is
not checked.

Those who have been constantly absent without valid reasons should
i medi at el y change and nmake it a point to be present at the current Dewan
Rakyat session whi ch began on Monday and ends on Dec 20. It is saddening
that the i ssue of absentee MPs is nore prevalent now It reflects the
i ndifference of sone MPs to their heavy responsibility as | amrakers.

If they do not even bother to turn up at the sittings, they have fail ed
t henmsel ves as MPs and negl ected their duties and responsibilities to the
el ectorate who put themthere. Dr Mahathir's rem nder is a tinely wake-up
call to these MPs of what is expected of themafter having been el ected to
t he House

Time is wasted whenever in the mddle of a debate on a Bill, the nenbers
of the Opposition point out to the Speaker that there i s no quorum The
Dewan had to be adj ourned. The Opposition is happy to do this as it
denonstrates the di sinterestedness of the governnent nenbers with the Bil
which is nore often than not presented by the Governnent.

Due to absence of many nenbers, especially governnment nenbers, sone
Bills just scraped through. Inagine a situation - it has not happened yet
- when a Governnent Bill is defeated, sinply because there are not enough
Bari san Nasional MPs in the Dewan. And it may wel | happen consi dering that



there are now 45 Opposition MPs in the august House.

Thus, the Prine Mnister's ire is understandabl e. He has warned t hat
those who are frequently absent m ght not be renomi nated to contest in the
next general election.

Maybe Dewan sittings should be tel ecast |ive.
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