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Stream i ned Umo polls by 2003 (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The first Umo el ections for the branch, division
and suprene council to be held in the sane year will nost likely take
pl ace in 2003, deputy party president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi
sai d today.

He said initial feedback fromnenbers on possible anendnents to the
party constitution showed strong support for the elections to be
stream ined and carried out in the same year to curb too rmuch politicking

Branch, division and suprene council el ections are now conducted in
separate years with office bearers serving a three-year term The next
branch-1evel election is scheduled in 2002; division next year; and the
supreme council in 2003.

What's certain now, said the Deputy Prime Mnister, was that the
di vision el ection would proceed as schedul ed next year.

Abdul | ah was speaking at a Press conference after briefing divisiona
| eaders on anmendnents to the party's constitution at the Putra World Trade
Centre.

A special conmittee review ng the constitution, headed by vice-president
Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, has been set up to collate and vet proposals on
t he amendnents.

The amendnments will be tabled at a special one-day general assenbly in
Novenber .

The current practice where branch, division and suprenme council hold
their election in separate year has led to conplaints that nenbers spend
too nuch tinme politicking instead of concentrating on other activities.

On whether there would be any difficulties to streaniine the el ections,
Abdul l ah said: "W will adjust ... it is not a difficult or inpossible
task to do so."

Asked whether the date of the general election - the current term of
Parliament ends in 2004 - woul d have any bearing on the party el ections,
Abdul | ah said the "we will cross the bridge when the tine cones”.

On the nunber of proposals received to date, Abdullah said the party was

still awaiting response fromdivisions.
"What has been received by the headquarters so far is not concl usive
yet," he said.

Abdul | ah was al so asked whet her any deci sion on the structure of Puteri
Umo, whose nenbership is open to wonen bel ow 35, had been nade.

No definite decision had been made to date, he said, but expressed
confidence that the matter woul d be resol ved at the suprenme counci
meeti ng next nonth.

"W want to do it as soon as possible as the structure has to be
included in the constitution."

The proposal to establish Puteri Umo has caused "di ssensi on" anbng
Wanita Umo, with sonme wanting it to follow the format of Umo Youth while
others preferred that it functions as a club

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad announced | ast July that
the party would set up a new wi ng, Pasukan Puteri Ummo, equivalent to Umo
Yout h.

The proposal was noboted to cater for young wonen interested in joining
the party but were quite unconfortable with Wanita Umo, which they
percei ved as bei ng made up of ol der nenbers.

Wani ta Umo head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz had early this nonth announced



that Puteri Umo woul d not have a formal structure of a political w ng,
but instead co-exist as a club.

She argued that having a formal structure was not feasible and that it
m ght cause division within the novenent.

Wanita deputy head Datuk Sharizat Jalil, who was present at the Press
conference, clarified that the proposal to set up Puteri Umo was wel coned
by the novenent.

"It is true that Rafidah has gone on record that Puteri Umo woul d be
set up as a club but that's not the end. A club is just one of the many
suggestions ... don't junp to any conclusion, what's inportant is not the
nanme but the structure.™

( END)
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