03/ 01/ 2000
Stricter rules on use of nobsques

El i zabet h John

BUKI T KAYU H TAM Sun. - State Islamc Religious Councils will tighten
regul ati ons invol ving the use and admi ni stration of nosques to ensure they
will not be used for political purposes.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent, Senator Datuk Dr Abdul
Ham d O hman, said today the Islam c Devel opnent Departnment has instructed
all State Islamc Religious Councils to keep a cl oser watch on the use of
nosques and surau.

"W have agreed to tighten rules regarding the use of nbsques because
reports we have received fromthe public indicate that they are bei ng used
as a platformfor political speeches and to pronbte certain political
parties," he said.

Abdul Ham d said the nove was to prevent abuse of npbsques and surau by
t he Qpposition

"The nobsque is a place of worship and should not be used for politica
pur poses.

"Umo has never used the nosque for political gain because we respect
the I aw and the nbsque as a place of worship.”

He was speaking to reporters after handi ng out boxes of dates to heads
of district councils and governnent departnents and |slanic Councils
nmenbers of five districts in southern Thailand on behalf of the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

Abdul Ham d said this in reply to questions about what the CGovernnent
had done in response to a Dec 12 news report that nmosques and surau were
bei ng used by Pas to spread |ies about the Governnent.

The report quoted Land and Co-operative Devel opment Deputy M nister Tan
Kee Kwong as saying 90 per cent of nosques and surau in the country were
bei ng used by Pas to spread |ies about the Government even after the
general el ection.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had al so cormented on the
matter, saying that the Government woul d consi der several strategies to
stop the practice of using nosques for political purposes.

Abdul Ham d said the Governnent was taking a serious view of the matter
as the Opposition's use of nosques had led its followers to equate
political beliefs with religious faith

"W have to nonitor the situation closely. As with Al -Argam before, if
we do not take this seriously, it could get out of hand.”

On the training programe involving the youths from southern Thail and,
Abdul Ham d said a second batch of 1,200 students would be placed in
G atmara centres all over the country by the end of the nonth.
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