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Strong Mal aysi a- Yenen ties which date back to the 15th Century

Mohamad Taha Must af a

THE Republic of Yemen was born on May 22 1990, after decades of separation
bet ween t he North and South due to the col oni sati on of the Sout hern part
and later to the Cold War. On that day Hi s Excellency Ali Abdul | ah Sal eh
rai sed the flag of the new Republic bl essed by the full support of the
entire Yemeni people.

The rel ationshi p between Yemen and Mal aysi a dates back to the 15th
Century. Historians of the Malay culture and civilization have al ways
acknow edged the crucial rol e played by the Yenmeni merchants, U ama and
Muftis - especially fromHadranout - in the I slam sation process which
started anong the Raj as and the high strata of the Mal ays, converting the
Mal ay people into Islam

Today, |slamhas becone a synbol of identity for the Mal ay society.

However, in January 1998 the two countries took a solid step towards
strengthening their relations, with Yenen establ i shing a resident m ssion
i n Kual a Lunpur. Ml aysi a reci procated i n Sept enber | ast year by
establishing its Diplomatic Mssion in Sana' a.

The of ficial visit of His Excellency Ali Abdul | ah Sal eh, the Presi dent
of the Republic of Yenmen, to Mal aysia was an i nportant mil estone in our
bilateral relationship, and it took place fromFebruary 11 to 14 1998,
upon an invitation fromthe Yang Di - Pertuan Agong and the Governnent of
Mal aysi a.

During his visit, he held official talks with Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. During the tal ks, they underlined the unique
character of our bilateral relations, which are based upon a common
hi story, sangui neous ties and culture, as well through the boosting of an
econoni ¢ and trade partnership.

The presidential visit culmnated with the signing of four inportant
agreements. The Economi c, Scientific, Techni cal and Cul tural Cooperation
Agreenent which laid the foundations for the establishnment of an Inter-
Governnent Joint Conmittee, the Trade | ncentive Agreenent; the I nvestnment
Quar ant ees Agreenent and a Menorandumof Under st andi ng bet ween t he
Mal aysi an Aut hority for I ndustrial Devel opment and t he Yenen | nvest ment
Aut hority.

Econonic and trade ties may be the m| estones by which the future
aspirations of our two countries are assessed, but we nust never under-
estimate our cultural ties. As the Mal aysian Prinme M nister once
nmentioned, the people of Yemen were the first people fromthe West to cone
to Mal aysi a.

During the last two years of ny work in Malaysia, | had the pl easure of
bei ng exposed to the many vivid facets of the Ml aysi an peopl e and was
pl easantly surprised by their keeninterest ininteractingwith the people
of Yenen.

Representatives of the Mal aysi an busi ness comunity have visited Yenen
as part of del egations and i n separate groups in order to nake their own
assessnment of the opportunities available in ny country.

The Yeneni Enbassy, in cooperation wi th Mal aysian institutions such as
Mat rade, organi sed a sem nar on "Doi ng Busi ness with Yemen and the
I nvest ment Qpportunities". Sincethe establishnent of resident diplomatic
m ssions in Kual a Lunpur and Sana' a, the nunber of official visits has
gr own.

Dat uk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid Ghman, Mnister in the Prine Mnister



Department, visited Yemen in Septenber 1998. Another inportant visit by a
seni or Mal aysi an mni ster was the visit nade by Datuk Seri Syed Hani d

Jaf far Al bar, Foreign M nister of Mal aysia. This event took place in April
1999. The mini ster was acconpani ed by a busi ness del egati on.

The official talks during the visit reflected the fact that our views on
i nternational and regional rel ations coincided in many i nportant ways and
reveal ed our willingness to further strengthen our cooperationwithinthe
framework of the Organisation of Islamc Conference and the United Nations
as well as on a bilateral basis.

The economni ¢ outcone of the visit was al so positive, with both parties
havi ng di scussed the refining of Malaysian oil in the Aden Refinery,
investnents in the Aden Free Zone and infrastructure projects such as
those i nvol vi ng power producti on.

In June 1999 H s Excel | ency Shei kh Abdul | ah Al ahmar, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Republic of Yenen, paid an official visit to
Kual a Lunpur where he had an audi ence with the Yang Di - Pertuan Agong, and
fruitful discussions withthe Prinme Mnister and t he Speaker of the Dewan
Rakyat .

Anot her inmportant step to strengthen the bilateral relation was the
official visit of H s Excellency Dr Yahya Mohamed Al - Shuaibi, the M nister
of Education of Yenen to Mal aysia, in March 2000, where he held fruitful
talks with the M nister of Education, Tan Sri Musa Mbhamad, that resulted
i n the signing of a cooperation agreenent between the two mnistries.

I would nowlike to spend little tine giving you a political and
econom ¢ perspective of Yenen.

Yemen is first and forenost, a denocratic country. It has held three
denocratic el ections during thelast 10 years. Two Parlianmentary el ecti ons
were held in 1993 and in 1997 with the participation of all the political
parties in the national arena.

These el ections were conducted with total freedomas well as
transpar ency and have been recogni sed by all the necessary i nternational
and regional nonitors as well as observers.

Yenmen had anot her denocratic experience | ast year with its presidenti al
elections. It was the first time in Yenmen history that the President of
t he Republic was el ected through a direct popul ar vote. It was anot her
step in Yeneni denocracy and Hi s Excellency Ali Abdull ah Sal eh got the
popul ar support with a majority of 96 per cent in Septenber 1999.

For its crucial role inthe inplenentation of denocratic structures,
Yenen has been gi ven the honour of hosting the International Summt of
Newl y Est abl i shed Denocraci es, which was held in Sana'a | ast year and was
attended by | eaders and del egates fromnew y denocratic countries and UN
H gh Comm ssion for Human Ri ghts.

In the econom c arena, the Governnent of Yenen has reiterated its
unfailing conmtnent to econom c, adm nistrative, judicial andindustri al
reforns in order to create the nbst conducive climate for foreign direct
i nvest nent .

Inline with these objectives, the project to convert the city of Aden
into a Free Trade Zone is beconming areality with the cul mnation of the
first phase. In fact the container term nal in Aden was i naugurated | ast
year and has recei ved an encour agi ng nunbers of shi ps.

The country's | aws provide sufficient guarantees to foreign investors
seeking to undertake projects either unilaterally or through joint
ventures with local investors. The | aws al so guarantee the free and snooth
transfer of capital and all profits in any convertibl e currency.

Finally, | would Iike to thank Busi ness Tines and the Mal aysi an nedi a
for their interest in Yenen, its people, business, culture and politics. |
think the press can contribute highly in bringing our two countries and



t hei r peopl es toget her.
* The witer is the Anbassador of Yenmen to Ml aysi a.
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