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Strong stand on subversives a nust

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

FOR four years, as Malaysia's special envoy to the United Nations in New
York (1996-2000), | had no direct contact though |I did keep a close watch
on devel opnents at hone.

I had been home since May, and to appreciate the current situation, |
had to do a lot of relearning in order to understand why the Barisan
Nat i onal Governnent which had done so well all these years, suffered the
way it did.

The Governnent as well as Umo have had many di scussions on plans to
regai n the support of the people, especially the young.

The M nister of Youth and Sports Datuk Hi shamruddi n Hussein intimated to
me | ast week about the current position and trends affecting youth, in
particul ar the Bum putera.

H shammuddin is right: W cannot afford to ignore themfor they can, in
the next election, ignore us.

Field Marshall Lord Montgonery once told Churchill and Qiver Lyttleton
(Col onial Secretary) that to win the energency in Malaya, the British
Governnent rmust have a plan and a "suprenp” to carry out that plan to the
desi red concl usi on.

Field Marshall (then General) Sir Gerald Tenpler, the nost dynamc
British general, was appointed "suprenp"” to | ead the war agai nst the
Conmmuni sts in 1952 - conbining both civil and nmilitary powers in his
hands.

Wthin two years, Tenpler turned the tide against the mlitant
Conmuni sts, and three years afterwards, Ml aya becane i ndependent.

As the Governnent searches for solutions to arrest and contain the
political trends, if not wi pe out the growh of political opportuni smand
virul ent hate canpai gns ai med at evoking the "mystico-mlitancy" of the
young Malay Muslim perhaps it is hightime it took a really tough and no-
nonsense stand agai nst the denoni sation of everything that is good, nulti-
raci al, tolerant and harnoni ous.

What ever the CGovernnent does agai nst the Al -M' unah, the opposition and
the Western nmeddl ers woul d want to know why Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad di d what he did.

Dr Mahathir should treat these Western neddl ers as Si ngapore's Seni or
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew, who will be calling on himin |l ess than 20 days,
al ways did.

The matter in the case of Al-Ma'unah is sinple: A crinme against the
State and punishnment. Crimnals, agitators and the enem es of the State
and those with intent to topple the Governnent had to be taught not to
repeat their actions so that they would think twi ce about doing so.

For sure, sone of the Al -M' unah nenbers are courting excuses to die as
martyrs or syahid. Last Friday, hundreds of pro-Pas students at the
Uni versity of Mal aya staged protests agai nst two pop concerts at Stadi um
Negara and called for jihad to protect the sanctity of Islam (what agai nst
pop concerts?).

A poster reads Andai kita terkorban nanti, percayailah syahid nenanti
kita (Heaven awaits martyrs).

They called for the shedding of blood to inpose their will on the
maj ority of Mal aysians when the population is only half-Mislim Inmagine if
t hese peopl e ever cane to power.

The Governnent must | earn from Si ngapore how to deal severely with any



religious group which is out at first to destabilise society, then start a
revol ution, capture the Governnent and lastly round up their enem es and
mnisters to shoot or hang them Then a theocratic State will rule.

What happened in Gik and Sauk was disgraceful. \Wat was exposed by Dr
Mahat hir is very disturbing and frightening.

Al - Ma' unah nmenbers, many of whom are Pas nenbers, were ready to die as
martyrs, according to their narrow perception of jihad, in their attenpted
and failed attack on the Batu Caves Hi ndu tenple and the Carl sberg brewery
i n Shah Al am

Pas, Al -M' unah and their synpathisers, fromtheir utterances and
statenents, had indicated they are not on all fours with our present form
of CGovernnent and want, instead, an Iranian-type of Governnent - a system
rat her popular with young Islam sts and Pas nenbers.

A mlitant Islamand theocratic nation is the luxury that only a country
with a huge majority of Muslins can afford.

The majority of noderate Muslins and ot her Mal aysi ans are happy with the
present node of Government in respect of religion and politics. Nothing
nmore nothing | ess, otherwise either way it will spark trouble.

What is occurring in Malaysian politics is very, very dangerous, the
direction of which is predictable unless it is checked drastically and
fast.

Its devel opnent inperils national security and inter-racial and
religious harnmony which can eventually |ead to the disintegraton of our
mel ting pot.

There is no doubt that Pas' politics of hate which starts early - from
its kindergartens to the civil service corridors and even in the private
sector - has borne fruit.

The politics of the Al-Ma' unah novenent and that of the other satellite
organi sati ons are perhaps an extension of an irrational extrem sm (which
unfortunately appeal s to many ni sgui ded people) and nilitancy within Pas
itself.

There are slaughters being carried out in the nane of religion in Ml uku
islands and in Algeria. The Governnent nust act now rather than later to
stop similar situations ever happeni ng here.

The terrorists, using Islamas a cloak, had jeopardi sed the security of
the nation, conmitted torture and nurder.

They deserve to be dealt with severely under Mal aysian | aws, and if
necessary, even be detained under the Internal Security Act.

My col | eagues and | were wongly detained under the I SAin 1976
(admttedly by an anbitious politician - "Chulam - who had thought
detai ning us would catapault himinto the Umo | eadership in 1978).

I know what it was like to be in a political prison for five years, two
of which were in solitary confinenent - being deprived of even the npst
basic things and rights, degraded, assaulted and even tortured in sone
i nstances.

Still, |I believe the use of the | SA and ot her energency regulations is
not only justified, but called for if the Government feels it is
absol utely necessary to use these neasures to arrest the dangerous trend
that will, if unchecked with haste, turn this beautiful country into
Mal uku i sl ands or worse, an extrene theocratic nation.

Pas, which openly advocates as does Al -M' unah, turning racially,
del i catel y-bal anced Malaysia into an Islamc nation in the fashion of
either Iran or Afghanistan, and at best Saudi Arabia, won overwhel m ng
control of Trengganu and regai ned Kel antan very easily in the Novenber
1999 general election. It also won 27 seats in Parlianent.

Pas now wants to capture the central Government. |If it cannot do so
t hrough el ections, and it knows it cannot, then its nmlitantly-



i ndoctri nated young nenbers and synpathisers will strive to cause civil
strife and even conmit assassinations.

Qur nulti-racial and noderate values and |ifestyles are now under seige,
whi ch is evident everywhere.

I must be fair. Pas' indulgent attitude towards the Al -M unah group is
true to form After all, as Dr Mahathir had observed, it is the direct
consequence of Pas and its synpathisers' active overt and covert canpaign
of hatred agai nst the Governnent, especially through Friday sernons and
religious lectures.

As Dr Mahathir had said, the level of gravity is high. To them actions
speak | ouder than words.

The Governnment nust not play down the gravity of the situation. Speak up
and act fast and bol dly.

Now, Mal aysi ans, i ncluding Mal ay-Bum putra know what Pas and Al - Ma' unah
plan to do with the nation. And unless you are one of them you are in
peril.

Tough neasures nust be enforced by the authorities to sustain and
enhance | aw and order in our society.

Dr Mahathir, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi in
his capacity as heir-apparent and Honme Affairs M nister and Fi nance
M ni st er Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n (he nust provi de the noney) nmust take a very
strong stand agai nst aggressive nilitant subversives of any hue.

They nmust al so act agai nst those who either overtly or covertly support
t hese destructive and subversive el enents.

( END)
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