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" Study road cl osure pl an'

Suryani Dalip

A THOROUGH study on the social and econom c inplications needs to be
carried out before a decision is nmade to close part of the comrercially-
busy Jal an Bukit Bi ntang on weekends.

Representati ves of 15 business establishnments net | ast Saturday at the
Melia Hotel in Jalan Inbi to discuss the inplications that the closure of
the stretch fromthe upper part of Jalan Bukit Bintang, fromBB Plaza to
the Jal an Pudu junction, will have on their business.

They added that they were not against the idea by the YTL Goup to
transformthe area into a huge pedestrian nmall to conpl enent the Bintang
Walk, a nulti-mllion ringgit project.

However, they felt that instead of closing Jalan Bukit Bintang, the
Counci | of Bukit Bi ntang Shoppi ng Centres (CBBSC) shoul d consider closing
the side | anes of Lorong Walter Grenier.

They al so resolved at the neeting to send a proposal on the matter to
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad, for his consideration.

They also felt that Kuala Lunpur City Hall should carry out a study on
the inpact that the closure of the road will have on the pedestrian nall

Among t hose who attended the nmeeting were deci sion-nmakers from Century
Hotel, Park Inn International Hotel, Corona Inn Hotel, Fairlane Hotel, Low
Yat Plaza and Bukit Bi ntang Park Hawkers Associ ati on.

Ken Yeang, a master planner and architect, who was acting as
facilitator, said the long and short-terminplications on the business and
properties along a 524-netre stretch to be closed fromthe JWMarriott
Hotel to Lot 10 shoul d be considered and studi ed.

He said the closure of the stretch from 10amon Saturday to 2am on
Monday will result in traffic being diverted into Jalan Inbi, Jalan Utara,
Jal an Barat, Jalan Sultan Ismail and other smaller roads.

He said a study by a transport planning and traffic managenent conpany,
Perunding Trafi k Kl asi k Sdn Bhd, showed that currently every hour during
t he peak hours about 3,580 cars use Jal an Bukit Bi ntang.

"The closure of this road will result in a | arge nunber of vehicles
being shifted to adjacent roads, specifically Jalan Inbi," he said.

"The road currently accomopdates a traffic volume of 1,550 cars an hour
headi ng towards Jal an Raja Chul an, while another 1,680 cars head towards
Jal an Hang Tuah.

"So you can inagine the additional traffic burden it would cause with
the on-going nonorail project already causing a massive traffic jam" he
sai d.

Yeang added that Trafi k Kl asi k had suggested that two additional |anes
m ght be required at the nidblock of Jalan | nbi.

He said this was not possible since there was no nore | and avail able for
t he addi tional |anes.
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